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Sir Edmondbury Godfrey, 


| LATE 
Juſtice of the Peace for Miudleſex, 
who was Barbaroully Murthered by 
the Pap:fts, upon the firſt Ditcovery of 
EH-E 


TOGETHER WITH 


| A full Account of the ſtrange Diſcovery | 


of the Murther,the Tryal of the Murtherers, 
and the Sham-Plot of the Papiſts ro charge 
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Moſt Excellent Majeſty. 


Moſt Gracious and dread Soveraign, 
ST Hat I Jhould pre- 
| RR /1une to lay this little 


A Royal Feet, and to 
mu implore your Maje- 
ſties moſ gracious Patronage of it, 
is not out of any vain Oſtentation of 
leaping from the diſtances of my 
mean Station to approach Maje- 
ſy ; But rather to do that right to 
A tz my 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 

my Subject, as to ſhelter it againſt 
malicious Cenſurers, under your 
Royal and powerful protetion. 
T hoje that Perſecuted him while liv- 
ing, and at laſt took away his Life, 


at once bereaymg your Majeſty of 


a faithful Subjef, and the Nation 
of a uſeful Member, will I queſtion 
not, endeavour (as they have often at- 
tempted ) to bear down the true Vaz 
lue of his Merits by unjuſt Slanders : 
but he was too well known to be Scan- 
daliz'd by fuch men, who are as well 
known ( as they were his, ſo ) to be 
Enemies to your Sacred Majeſty, your 
Kingdoms, and the true Proteſtant 
Religion. It was for his firm adbe- 
rence to all theſe that he fell an Inno- 
cent Sacrifice. to their Revenge and 
Malice. He faithfully ſerved your 
Majeſty and Countrey, white he bad 

"0 2 


CS as. een En -. 


es. . Epiſtle Dedicatory. 


Life to ſpend m ſuch Services, *Tis 
'. fit the World (houl d know what he 


wy te es aa. ES A 


was. He dyed for his Zeal m ſuch 


Services; for his Loyalty to your 


Majeſty, and Conſtancy to the Prote- 


ſtant Reltzion. To whom then ſhould 


the Proteftion of his Memory upon 
ſuch arcounts be better ( though with 
a humble reſpe&t to your greatneſs ) 
dedicated, than to our Gracious 
King and Defender of the 
Faith ? 

Honorantes me honorabo, is 


the Royal Promiſe of the King, of 


 Kingsto his Worſhippers. Sir Ed- 


mondbury Godfrey was one that 


' dutifully Honoured and Served 


| your Majeſty : And your Maje- 
| jeſty, according to your Native Cle- 
| mency and Goodneſs, and ( after 
' the pattern of him whoſe Vice- 


a3 - gerent 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
gerent you are ) was pleaſed m 
compenſation of his Duty, to con- 
fer many Honours upon him.” You 


Honoured him with the Digni- 
ty of Knghthood, with admitting 


hm mto the Commiſſion of the 
Peace, and that great Character 


Jour Majeſty was ; pleaſed to give 
hm of bo Abilities for that Ser- 
vice. He was honored with the 
freedom of acceſs to your Royal 
Preſence, and beg imployed for 
your Majeſty m ſome great Ser- 


vices. After his Death, your Ma- 


jelty was pleaſed /o far to Ho- 


nour hm ” Jour gracious Sym- 


pathy with your People in bis | 


lols, as to extend your Juſtice by 
Jour Royal Proclamation for the 


Diſcovers mg of his Murtherers, and | | 


then to grant a ll cial Commilli- 
on 


—_  \_ 
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The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
on of Oyer and Terminer for 
thew Tryal, and to brmg them to 
condign Puniſhment. = 
Unto all theſe Fonours that 
living and Dead your Majelty has 
graciouſly been pleaſed to extend 
to bm; May it pleaſe your Sa- 
cred Majelty to grant one more 
' mm his behalf, m graciouſly conde- 
' ſeending to Vouchſafe your Royal 
Patronage to theſe Memoires 
of your late faithful, Loyal and 
Proteſtant Subjeft ; and of your 
Primcely goodneſs, as well to par- 
| + don the preſumption of the Author, 
as the defetts of his undertaking. 
' May the divme goodneſs that 
| bath hitherto ( to the unſpeakable 
| | Joy of your Subjefts ) preſerved your 
Sdcred Perlon and your Govern- 


' | ment againſt all the Plots and 
_ Con= 


The Epiltle, @>c. 
Contrivances of your Enemies, con- 
tinue to defend you, and mcreaſe ſuch 
Loyalty i the hearts of your Sub- 
jefts, as this man dyed for. 

That the Crown may long flou- 
riſh on your Royal Head, and 
that you may be bleſs d with a long, 
happy and peaceable Reign over 
| theſe KRimgdoms, is the hearty 
| Prayer of, 


Great SIR, 


Your Majeſties moſt humble, 
Loyal and Obedient 
Subje& and Servant, 


Ric. Tuke. 


tl 
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Sir Edmondbury Godfrey: 


Good Name ( faves 
the Royal Mara- 
It) 2s better than 
| precio res 

| Eccl; 7... 1. "tis this, 
that while the Body of a good 
Man is prey?d upon ws corrupti- 
| B on, - 


» m_—_— - 4s 


The Life and Death of 


on, and infefted with ſtench and 
iztor in the Grave, perfumes the 


4 


World with the Odours of grate- f 


ful and pleaſing remembrances 


fit as well for the delight, as uſe | 


of the Living. 
That the I / Sr. Eamond- 
bury Geafrey left ſuch a Name be- 


hind him, needs not the confir- 


mation of this Narrative ; there 
is no place where ever he had | 


a mention, but is {ſcented with it. 


The confe&tion of thoſe great 

} and imitable Vertues with which | 
this Good-Name was by himſelf | 
in his life time compounded, I | 
am now to ſpread befoxe you, 
and” t6 open this Box of Nard | 


for your delight and' benefit. 


The very laſt A& and Apothe- 


ofis of his Life, though Tragical 
and bitter to him ; ew as it was 


occaſioned by that yal Zeal and 


Reſolution for the Service of his 


King and Country , which pro- 
voked the malittous Puprſts to 
CUT 


own actuirements ; ſo that what- ſa voce. 


he received from his worthy An- 


Sir Edmondbury Godfrey. 
cut him off, was an Offering of 
a Sweet-{melling Savour, and 
made this precious Unguent to 
ſavour in the Noſtrils of all good 
Men with the greater redolencie 
and {weetneſs : And notwith- 
ſtanding the curſed deſigns of his 
revengeful Enemies, after having 
taken away his Life, to take 
away his good Name too; it 
was not in the power of thoſe 
dead Flies to corrupt this Oynt- 
ment. 

If the acceſſions of a Gentile 
Stock,and generous breeding there- 
to ſuitable, might be any advan- 
tage to own Perſonal worthineſs, 
he might boaſt of both ; but $5 gms 


he had more to boaſt of ( had e el 
he been given to that idle Hhu- 0 fecinys 


mour,which he never was)from his ”_ - 


ever bequeſts of Honour or Eſtate Ovid. 
ceſtors, were accumulated by the 


acquelts of his own Induſtry and . 
Jo B 2 Vertue ; 


4 The Life and Dath of 
Vertue ; by both which he became 
tam fame quam fortune [ue faber ; 
Ns En Beg Ns el if his: 
Anceſtors with his own Atchieve- 
ments : Yet, to render him a 
Gentleman of the trueſt Stamp , 
he was ſo qualified as well by 
Deſcent as Purchaſe. The Mora- 

i liſt thought the former ſufficient, 
1 -- (ol That Nobility was nothing elſe but 
witouey Ancient Wealth and Ancient Wor- 
| char 9) (bip ; but this was not ſufficient 
| azz for him without building upon 
na) an Ancient Baſis a New Super- 
| 2:Z,; Itructure ofa Perſonal Merit. % 
q Plutarchus His Father was Sir Thomas Cod- \ 
| w..cont. frey Knight, of an Ancient andre- þ 
tm. putable Family in the County of ||! 
| Rent, where not only his ſaid Fa- /1 
ther, but his Grandfather, and Elder | 71 
Brother were Juſtices of the Peace, | 

as was this worthy Knight himſelf b 
afterwards for the County of Mza- 6 
alefex. So that in this kind of Se- 1 
ries and Succeſſion of Mu7iſtracy ff 
from F:ther to S927, he ſeemed as 
. twere 


Sir Edmondbury Godfrey. 


4 'twere Born to be a Juſtice of Peace, 
as *tis obſerved by that Learned 
and Worthy Prelate Dr. Llozd in 
" that excellent Sermon he preach'd x 
at his Funeral. 


His Father ( by ſeveral Wives) ** 14: 


| had a Numerous Ifſue, no leſs 
than Ten Sons, Our Sir Edmond- 
| bury being the Sixth by a Se- 
[ cond Venter : yet though the 
| Father himſelf was but a youn- 
| ger Brother, the Grandfather left 
ſo plentiful an Eſtate to him as 
ſerved to afford ſufficient allow- 
, ances to his Children ; None of 
| them but with what was left them, 
| beſides the laudable improvements - 
| they made to it by Trade andTrat- 
cle lived penny and 1n good 
| repute.  ... 
' Sir Edmondbury had i in his youth 
| beſtowed upon him an Educati- 
On ſuitable to Is Birth and Qaa- 
lity, being firſt put to Meftmin- 
| fer School ( that Prime Nurle- 
xe 11] Pg dagogic of Tyronick 
| B } Learn- 
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Learning, ) where 1n a little time 


by the ſtrength of his extraordi- *' 
nary Parts he arrived to that pro- ' 


ficiency as to be ſent to the Uni- 


verſity 1n order to his maturatt- -: 


on in Studies of an higher Na- 
ture. 

Having continued there for 
ſome time a diligent and induſtri- 
ous Student in thoſe parts of Learn- 
ing, which afterwards qualified 


him for great and worthy Em- 
ployments; he was afterwards : 
ſent over to Travel in Foreign ' 
parts, to advance the Theorie | 
of his ſpeculative acquirements # 
by Obſervation of Mex and | 
Manners, and became thereby * 
the better qualified to diſcharge ' 
himſelf in thoſe publick Places to ! 


which he was afterwards called. 


During the time of his Tra. | 


vels, he kept himſelf (by the aids 
of the Divine Grace ) as well 
tree from the contagion of the 
Tmmoralities as the ( equally dan-/ 
| gerous ): 


The Life and Death of I 


mm Oo Edmondbury Godfrey. 


gerous) falſe Religion of the places 


? 1n which he converſled ; the two 


deſtructive Rocks, upon which 
moſt of the unſeaſoned youth of 
the Gentry of this Kingdom, when 
expoled ro the like Temptations 
by their 1ncautelous Parents ( out 
of a. vain humour of a fancied 


. * accompliſhment to be _— by 


Yo—_ Yy 


nd ow manu; i BF Ws U 


| Travel) do infortunately ſplit. 


For by thoſe ſound Principles 


: of Religion and Vertue which he 
' had imbibed by the means of his 


{ careful Parents and InſtruRrs , 


COT TTIOT CMOINRIOID og 
Tha. EIT, » o s - 4 


he was ſufficiently antidoted 


* againſt both ; returning home ra- 


ther informed than corrupted ; 
like the laborious Bee extracting 
the Hony of uſeful Experience 
and Obſervations from the worſt 
of things. 

. . After his return home to his 
Native Countrey, his careful Fa- 
ther, to render him as well ac- 
compliſhed in Domeſtick Learn- 


{ mg as ForeignExperiences,ſent him 


B 4 next 


The Life and Death of 


next to the Inns of Court, and 
admitted him a Member of the 
Honourable Society of Greys-1zz, 
there to Study the Regal and 
Municipal Laws of this King- 
dom ; And in this place though 
he continued not long enough 
( according to the Rules of ſuch 
Societies) to aſſume the Graduates 
Robe of that Profeſſion ; yet he 
arrived to that mature proficien- 
cie as gave him a good Title to 
it : And wanted nothing but a 
Complement of time to make 
him capable of tt. 

But the reaſon of his ſo ſoon 
leaving, the Societie was a ſenſe 
he had in himſelt of a defect in 
his Hearing, or a' kind of Deaf 
neſs, which { though not very 
great ) was alwayes Natural to 
him, and was judged by himſelf 
and Friends might be an hin- 
drance to him inthe nice and dit- 
hicult practice of Pleading, where 
.the circumſtances of debated Mat- 
ters 
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7 ters from the Mouths of Pleaders 
” or Witneſſes not being audibly 
" received might be a great preju- 
- dice to the Clyent's Bulineſs ; 
and withal ſome unhealthineſs in 
» his Body, which in the laborious 
» employment of the Law-practice 
- might be prejudicial to him. For 
- theſe Reaſons after ſome Years 
: continuance 1n that Inn he re- 
moved himſelf into the Countrey 
; amongſt his Friends. 
' Amongit whom he diverted 
: himſelf tor fome time : bur his 
/ generous Soul being too active 
! to be confined to the retirement 
| of a private Solitude and con- 
verſation, could not long reſt in 
| this inert and uſeleſs Capacity, 
; but * put him upon ſome under- 
| takings, wherein he might 1m- 
' | prove the activity of his 1nduſtri- 
ous Spirit for the good of himſelf 
and others ; 1dlexeſs being alwayes 
a burthen to him to whom La- 
boar never was 10; the fatigues 


of : 


10 The Life and Death of 


Nis avtem of the latter in its moſt diffi- 
vir booms cult managements were fo little | 


er ereftus 


ad boeftz, ungrateful to him, - that he ſeem- | 
non et 1abo- eq never better pleas'd, than when | 
—— he had leaſt cate : for indeed Bu- ' 
ad officia fſineſs was 1ſo natural to him that |} 
' cum POIh- j4 yas never unealic ; He was | 


lo promp- 


ws? ca moſt in his Element , when he | 
non indi- 1a, employed in publick or pri- | 


ſtrigſo otium 
pena oft ? 


vate Oitices of doing good, and 


Senec. li5. none was ever more indefatiga- | 


= Prov» þh]e in ſuch Offices than himſelf. 
mtia. 


 defignments, as in a ſhort time 
to offer him a fair occaſion of 
putting them in Execution , by 
means of an intimate Friend and 
Relation of his, who had loſt a 
great part of his Eſtate by reaſon 
of his Services for the King in 
the late Wars; and having reduced 
the reſt into Stock, reſolved to 
;improve the ſame in way of 
Trade by taking a Wood-yard , 
and Buying and Selling ou 
an 


——Y _——__ Aa 


And Providence :was ſo au- | 
ſpicious to him in theſe generous | 
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and Coals; an Employment not 
only creditable, but known to 
be uſually very gainful to the 
Undertakers; eſpecially ſuch as 
have any conſiderable Stocks to 
manage it with. 


Sir Edmorbury Godfrey being a 
younger Brother, and what Eſtate 
he had, conſiſting in Moneys to 
the value of 1o00 /. or there- 
abouts, was adviſed ( as a fair way 


/ of improvement ) to join Stocks 
with the aforeſaid Gentleman , 


and to come in a Partner with 


\ him, 'in managing the Trade of a 
Wood-whait, which he accord- 


ingly did ; ſetling themſelves firſt 


| at Doneate, within the City of 
Londoz; where in a few Years 


that they continued Trading to- 
gether , it pleaſed God 1o to 
bleſs their honeſt induſtry and in- 
deavours, that they advanced their 
Stocks to a very conſiderable in- 
creaſe & advantage; {o indulgent is 
| Providence 


The Life and Death of 


Providence commonly to the honeſt 


called to, the more they thrive 
and are bleſſed in them. 


How may the Example of theſe 
two Trading Gentlemen, reproach 
the unthrifty humours of too 
many of the Gentry of theſe 
Dayes, who ſtudy no other Arts 

- Qs ef but that of ſpending, and waſte- 


Forum 


| mt gathered for them, in all the ex- 


man ſum, penſive Modes of Luxury and 
_ "4 Riot ? and while they ſ{cornfully 
de capitis diſdain thoſe laudable Employ- 
ſui dcore ments and means of Thrift b 
Tulare # which they might be * ſervice- 
201 compti- able to the Common-wealth and 
hu nat zdvance their Families, what do 
| fiorSencc, they bytaking the contrary courſes, 

"% Provid. but precipitate themſelves upon 


#12: the Rocks of unavoidable can- 


endeavours of induſtrious Perſons, + 
that the more laborious they are * 
in the Employments they are *' 


ui nn fully to conſume the Patrimonies,- | 
malit Ren- that their careful Fathers had 


tempt 
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Sir Edmondbury Godfrey. 13 
tempt and Beggery ? and ſo be- 
come themſelves the Scorn of 
thoſe induſtrious Perſons whole 
wayes of Thriving they formerly 
' - contemned. 
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Having thus by their joint 
- Trading (asT have ſaid) acquir'd 
* | conſiderable advantages to their 
: particular Eſtates, in a few Years 
' | that they dealt together ; It after- 
' | wards happened that Mr. Harriſon, 
' | Sir Edmondbury Goafrey's Partner, 
+} altered his Condition by Marry- 
| ing a near Relation of Sir Ea- 
| mondbaury's ; the other continuing 
| fill, and to the Day of his Death 
| in the ſtate of Calibacy : but whe- 
' | ther it were upon this account, 
the Family being too much 1n- 
larged tor their commodious Co- 
| habitation ; or that their Stocks 
' | being likewiſe ſo much 1inlarged, 
\ | there might be 'a neceſſity ( as 
| was the caſe once between Avra- 


ham and Lot) of a Separation, I 
know 


” Cad 
ER I "> 


The L ife and Death of 
know not ; but theſe two Partners + 
having firſt fairly and juſtly ſtated | 
the Accounts betwixt each other, | 
agreed upon a parting : And ac- | 
cordingly Sir Edmozabury(reſolving, | 
ſtill to follow the ſame Employ- * 
ment ) having found out a con- | 
venient Houſe and Yard fit for | ; 
his purpoſe at the other end of the | 
Town, at Hartshoru-Lane, near © t 
Charing-Croſs, removed thither ; | q 0 
And having furniſhed his Yard | s 
with a good Stock of Wares, be- | P 
gan now to Trade for himſelf : } C 
And found the ſame Providence | jc 
that had hitherto been propitious | & 
to him, to ſucceed his induſtry and | 0 
endeavours in this his new under- | n 
taking, with a ſuitable Bleſſing. Þ} { 
The Arts he uſed as means / ſub- | ni 
fervient to the Divine Providence) | ſe 
ot hisThri ving in the World, were | It 
no other than thoſe of an ingent. | hi 
ous induſtry and unreproveable | PÞ: 
Integrity, the two beſt and moſt 
folid Baſes of a proſperous condl- 
tion. 


T4 
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| tion. He being 1n his private Ca- 


| pacity, as ſtrict an Obſerver of the 


! Rules of Commurative Juſtice, 
' as he was afterwards of the di- 
| ſtributive, when called to the ex- 
# erciſe of a more publick Fun- 
ion, 


' Andit wasnot long that he con- 
| tinued in this private way of Com- 

| merce and Trading ; but that the 
| great Abilities both of Eſtate and 
; Parts of one ſo near reſiding to the 
| Court being repreſented to his Ma- 

jeſty ( who as of his piercing WHl- 
| domyhe is moſt able to judge of; fo 
| ofhis Native Clemency and Good- 
| neſs 15 moſt ready to prefer ſuchPer- 
| ſons to. Places of Truſt and Ho- 


nour, wherein they may become. 


ſerviceable to himſelf and People) 


It pleaſed his —_— to admit. 


him into the Commiffion of the 
Peace, as one of his Juſtices for 
the County of Middleſex , and 
City of "W O_”; ; 1n which 


Place: 


"5 
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Place he faithfully ſerved him, till 
ſuch time, as for the laſt Services | 
wherein he performed the greateſt Þ 
act of 'Loyalty to his Prince and: 
;Countrey, that lay in the power | 
of a Subject to do, he was by, 
the malice of his, and our 1mpla- 4 
cable Enemies, the Papiſts, taken | 
from us, | 


We are now. therefore to con- | 
ſider him in his more publick } 
Capacity as a Juſtice of the | 
Peace, in which place as he ſpent 
many and the laſt Years of his 
Life , we may remark more ſo- | 
lemaly thoſe Graces and Excel-| 
lencies which alwayes did illu- | 
ſtrate his moſt imitable Convers- | 
ſation. 


et 


But whether or no any hap- 
PY Conjunttion of Sydereal in- 
uences might auſpicate this Ho- 
nour to him by way of Succel- 
lion to his worthy Anceſtors ; *tis 
Cer- 


J- 
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certain one of the greateſt of 


Princes thought him not unwor- 
thy the Office. 


And was ſo well fatisfied in 
his choice of him, that in confirma- 
tion of his approvement, He [that 
ought to know beſt { {ayes the 


Learned Doctor in his Threnodia ) Si Edam: 


hath often ſaid, He took Sir Ed- 


rnondbury Godfrey zo be the beſt Tu Sermons 
ſlice of Peace in this Kjnodom ;] 


and adds a great Word of his 
own in the tirit Clauſe of that 
Paragraph; That- [ He was per- 
haps the Man, the Man of our Ape, 
that did the moſt g90d in that Sta- 
tion; He did ( ſaith he) Dedicate 
himfelf wholly to it ; made his Conn- 
trey his Family ; hs Pariſh his Wife 
and Chilarep ; attended wholly to theit 


| good; 70 keep up Lav and Juſtice, 


and Safety and Liberty; © to fave 
others from Violence and Wrons, to 
reduce them from Diſorder and Vio- 
lence, C W hat 


7. Te Life and Death of 


What greater Teſtimonies, than 
theſe of ſo judicious a Prince , 


and ſo Learned a Prelate, could | 


be expected or delired to I1llu- 


ſtrate the Merits of a worthy and 


deſerving Magiſtrate ? 


But if we may Comment up- 


on this Royal Theme, it will be : 


worth our while to conſider thoſe 
Excellencies apart which rendred 


him /Eapable of ſo great a Cha- 


racter. And here we may not un- | 
fitly take the opportunity to give | 


you in brief the CharaQer of this | 


Excellent Perſon , both as to his ' 


Natural and Moral Indowments ; | 
by which it may be eaſily judged , | 


how well qualified he was as | 
well for the Honour as Truſt | 
of that Eminent Place in. which | 


he ſerved. 

As to hisPerſon,the Graver hath 
furniſhed you in the Frontiſpiece 
with a C opy ( not much diſa- 


greens: 


Sir Edmondbury Godfrey. 
oreeing to .the Lite ) of his come- 
ly and-graceful Countenance ; 1 
which, as if Nature had caſt him 
into a Mould fit for the purpoſe 
of his future Office, we may per- 
ceive a duly compoſed Feature 
equally mixt With gravity and 
\weetneſs, a becoming mien that 
carried as well Authority as 
ingenuity in 1t, and commanded 
at once both awe and love from 
the beholders. 


The gracefulneſs of a Mans 
preſence ( in the Fancies of ſome) 
adds much of reſpect and reve- 
rence to their Perſons, eſpecially 
where their CharaCters require 
- 1t or deſerve it. And therefore 
\ Howell treating of the qualihca- 
| tions of 'Embaſladors, gives this 


9 


| for one : That beins to repreſent yp. 


the Perſon of his Prince, he ought to Treatiſe | 
of Embaſ< 
ſadors. 


be a comely and graceful Perſon. And 
luch an one was Sir Edmondbury ; 
C 2 his 
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his Stature was elevated ſome- 
what above the common Size of 
ordinary tall Men : the habit of 


his Body ſpare, far from Corpu- 


lencie; but well ſetand exactly pro- 
portioned. He was indeed (as moſt 
tall Men are ) ſomewhat inclined 
to ſtoop 1n his going, which might 


Cut nes SIG 3 one 


be occaſioned by the Thought- : 
fulneſs of his muſing Head, moſt- : 


ly working upon ſome good and : 
generous Deſigns in the way of | 
his Buſineſs. His diſpoſition and ' 
humour were ſuch as obliged | 
love and reſpeCts from all that | 
knew him, being Naturally of a | 
kind, courteous, and affable tem- | 
per, free of acceſs , and ready to | 
hear the meaneſt Perſons, that in | 
way of complaint, or buſinels, | 
had any thing to do with him ; and | 
- this accompanied with a facete- | 
neſs and pleaſancie of humour, 


that was no leſs Natural im, 
rendred his Converſation lovely 
and 
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and delightful to all Perſons. 

If it may not ſeem imperti- 
nent, I will give you one in- 
ſtance tor all of the Urbanity of his 
temper. That he being one Night 
attending at the Council Table 
at Whitehall, till it was fome- 
 whatlate, and being then to go to 
: theTemple upon Bulinels, called a ; 
* Coach at the Court Gates; and 
© perceiving a Gentleman ſtandin 
* there, whom he had obſerved 
- likewiſe attending upon Buſineſs 
| at the Board , was pleaſed cour- 
| teoully to enquire of him, whe- 
| ther his way lay towards the Tem- 
| ple : underſtanding which, he was 
! pleaſed, though a Stranger, to 
| take him into the Coach with 
|| him, and gave him his paſſage 
- | thither. 


by 


. Civility and Courtelie were 
the Flowers and Ornaments of 
that excellent temper ; the graund 


C-3 of 
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of which conſiſted of an exact 
Juſtice and Compleat Charity ; | 
both theſe were Eminent in this f 
Worthy : None more punctual 
and exact as to the Commutative 
parts of Juſtice than he; in his 
dealings, in the keeping of his 
Accounts, in performance of his . 
promiſes, rendring to every Man 
his right, and diſcreetly looking 
to his own. And for his Chari- 
ty, as he was Naturally indued 
with a large and bountiful Spi- 
rit, {o the expreſſions of 1t were 
Viſible in ſuch circumſtances and 
inſtances, as may perhaps be pa- 
rallePd by few Men of this Age, 
if we reſpect either the Charity- 
of his Mind, or the Charity of his 
Hands. 


And as to the Firſt, how free 
was he from a cenſorious Spirit ; 
the unhappy temper of too ma- 
ny of this Age; and no _ 

| the 
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the main ground of our preſent dift- 
ferences both in Church and State ? 
when Men not content to enjoy the 
ſatisfaction and liberty of their 
own per{waſions, do injurioully 
cenſure and perhaps maliciouſly 
deſpight thoſe that are of the con- 
trary : But this Good Man was 
none of that Leaven ; he was him- 
ſelf of a Sound and Orthodox 
perſwaſion and —_ yet 
cenſured none that dittered from 
him in lefler Circumſtances not - 
material to the Efſence and Vi- 
tals of Religion ; but honoured 
many ſuch for the Characters of 
a ſolid goodneſs appearing in them 
from whom he differed in his 
own private Judgment and Opi- 
nion : though he was moſt ſtrict in 
reproving and puniſhing grofler 
Enormities ; yet he could chari- 
tably bear with the leſſer infir- 
mities of ſuch in whom a con- 
rrouling Vertue did more em1- 

C4 nently 
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nently prevail. In fine, though he 
had a levere rezard to himſelf, 
and his own actions;; yet he 
could bear with others for great- 
er miſcarriages than he allowed 
in himſelf: though he alwayes 
frown'd upon the frontleſs Sin- 
ner ; yet (ſuch was his candour ) 
that he would rarely put a mo- 
deſt Tranſgreſſor to the Bluſh. 


As to the Charity of his Hands, 
it muſt be a labour (though a 
delightful one) to any that ſhould 
g0 about to enumerate thoſe la- 


bours of Love, thoſe Offices of | 


a true Chriſtian Charity in which 
he abounded. 


It may now be lawſul to de- 
clare to the World, that which 
in his Life he moſt laboured to 
conceal ; for indeed his Charity 
was ſo truly Chriſtian and Hero- 
ick, that in the expreſſions of it, 


his 
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} his left Hand was a Stranger to 
| what his right Hand did : few 
| have more mericed applanſe in 


| this kind than himiclf, none ſought 
| it leſs; beings conrented to have 
| ; - op : 

| done his duty,cxpecting his reward 
* from his Heavenly Father , and 
leaving the fame of it to the con- 
- tingent nofice of a poſthumous Me- 
- Morte. 


| Tt is now known which durſt 

| not before be mentioned, how 

| kind he was to a Religious, bnt 
| {uffering Family in the City of 
| Weſtminſter , allowing them Ten 
| Pounds per Anmum, towards their 
| ſupport, and this Annuity he conti- 
| nued to them for ſeveral Years 
| together. 


But this was but one Family 
of many that were in the like 
nature , though in different pro- 
portions, relieyed by him, 


Al- 
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- Although he was ever ſevere | 
againſt idle Beggers and Vaga- 
bonds, ſuch as refuſing the honeſt | 
wayes of Induſtry and Labour to} 
maintain themſelves, lived altoge- | 
ther upon the Alms of others ;| 
yet he was ſo much a friend tof 
thoſe that were neceſſitatedlyf 
poor, and whoſe poverty was 
neither occaſioned by ill Husban- 
dry,nor continued by 1dlenefs, that} 
fuch ſhould never want his Cha-} 
rity; but he would either ſet} a 
them on Work, or otherwiſe re-f h 
lzeve them by ſome charitable c 
donation. Ki 
| | tc 
Although , as I have faid , itÞe 
was the Chriſtianity of his tem- 
per to do his Alms 1n ſecret, theref 
are many Hundreds of living Wait-f m 
nefles that are able to give in their m 
Teſtimonials to this part of hisÞth 
Character, that he was a truly] fr, 
charitable Man. And} 
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| Andas hearrived to this grade 
- | of the beatif1izg Scale of being Mer- Mar. 5. 9. 
tt cifal; ſo he declared himſelf to 
Of be a true o:ywis, a Child of God 
- | by aſcending another ; he was a 
zþ Peace-maker, one that coveted 
Of not {o much the Triumph of the 
YE Lawrel as the ſhadow of the 
SF Olive-bough : Moderation and 
-F Peace were the proper Elements 
tf of his Nature. If he obſerved 
-F any differences to ariſe betwixt 
tÞ any of his Friends or Neighbours, 
-| how induſtrious would he be to re- 
ef concile them ! nor would he reſt, 
| whatever pains he was expoſed 
 Fto, till he had accompliſhed his 
th ends. 
L- 
' The reputation of his Peace- 
t-f making humour occaſioned him 
much trouble by ſuch as deſired 
$f the benefit of it , by putting him 
yIfrequently upon Arbitrations and 
d COMm- 


rarely declined it, though it were 


a great hindrance both to his} 
Publick and Private Buſineſs ; it! 
1s well known by the Neigh-! 
bourhood amongſt whom he lived, : 
how much of his time and pains | 


were laid out in ſuch friendly 
Services. 


The Life and Death of | 


compoſing of differences : which! 
Province as by reaſon of his great} 
judgment and experience, he was} 
very capable to manage ; fo he! 


OSD 
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1 
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Thus was he as a Man : takef 
him as a Chriſtian, and a Reli-þ 
g10us Man; and I cannot givef 


you his. Character more truly 


and fully than is mentioned by the| 
aforeſaid Learned Prelate in his} 


Funeral Sermon : one who as byf| 


reaſon of his intimacy with him, | 


he had the greateſt opportunity ; 
ſo by his faculty was moſt capa- 
ble to judge of him in this par- 
ticular. His words are thele : 


« As 
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« As to thoſe things which be- Funeral 
hi *long to a private Chriſtian , I 


« ought to know him better than 


© molt others. And I did know 
' <rhat by him which gives me 
| *< abundant comfort in his Death. 
| knew him to be a juſt and 
* © charitable Man ; A Devout, a 
» *Zealous,and Conſcientious Chri- 
+ © ſtian. His Religion was more 


*for uſe than ſhew. And yet 


«he was conlſtarit in all the Acts 


*of Gods worſhip, as well out of 
* Judgment as Afﬀection. And 


| *though the compaſſion that he 
| © had for all Men that did amils, 
| © extended it ſelf to all manner 
| * of Diſſenters, and among(it them 
| © he hada kindneſs for the. Perſons 
| * of many Roman Catholicks: yet 
| © he alwayes declared a particu- 
| © lar hatred and deteſtation of Po- 


* very. I ſay this on purpole to 
© be remembred ( becauſe ſome 
* would havehima Pap/t, or 1n- 

« clined 
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« clined that way ) I never plea-| 
*ſed him withiany duty I per-| 
&« formed, at leaſt he never thank-Þ 
«ed me for any ſo much, as hef 
« did for thoſe Sermons which I| 

< preached here againſt Popery. 

Thus far the worthy Doctor, 
whoſe words I have quoted at 
large, as a Noble confirmation } 
of what has been before hinted, | 
of his Piety, Charity , Moderati- | 
on, and Religion; and withall 

( under this Head ) to take off 
that groundleis and malicious | 
calumny, deviſed no doubt by the} 
Papiſts themſelves, of his inclina- | 
tion to their Religion ; a Scan-| 

.dal ſo groſly ablurd- ( to them 
eſpecially that were acquainted | 
with his Converſation) that if 
the known oppoſition he made 
againſt them and their Practices 
in the firſt diſcovery of their pre- 
ſent Plot, and his dying for it 
by their violent and malicious 

Hands, 
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| Hands, were not a ſufficient refu- 
-| tation; we have here an unex- 
- | ceptionable confirmation from the 
ef Mouth and Pen of this worthy 

* Biſhop; whoſe judgment was too 
| great, and who knew him too well, 
tobe deceived in ſo material a cir- 
| ſtance. 

We have by theſe rude touches 
given you a rough draught of ſome 
of thoſe lineaments that made up 
his Excellent compoſition ; ſome 
* faint Ideas of his well featur'd 
s | Soul, whoſe ſeveral Graces as they 
e|þ were ſingly moſt Excellent and 
- | Lovely , 1ſo the Harmony of their 
- | contexture agreeing in an exact 
1 | Symmetry , rendred him a pure 
1 þ form of Vertue : the complex1on of 
i | which was nor of a faint or fading 
| 
$ 
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Nature, like ſome tender Conſti- 
tutions that change with every 
- | Air; but ſtrong and permanent, 
t | not to be altered by any Viciſh- 
5 | tudes of Fortune or Condition : 
; | What he was, he was alwayes, 
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of whom 1t may be ſaid, as it was | 
once of the great Athanaſins, That þ 


he was livins and immortal 
Pillar of Vertne. 


We ſhall laſtly conſider him 
in his more publick Capacity as a} 
Magiſtrate or Juſtice of the Peace, | 
in which province as he ſtood} 
more lyable to Vulgar notice, 
we- ſhall obſerve thoſe re-| 
markables of him - that may be| 
ſatisfactory to the Readers at-| 


tention and his own due merits. 


How well he deſerved this Of:F 
fice, needs no higher or greater| 


Confirmation , than that he was 
elected: to it, and approved 1n it 


by him that beſtow'd it on him :| 


A Great and Wiſe Prince, who as 
he is Iimſelf the Fountain of Ju- 
ſtice, cannot be thought to commit 
the Adminiſtration thereof ( eſpe- 
cially to one in vicinity, ſo near, 
and ſo well known to-him, as Sir 
Eamonabury Godfrey was, ) but to 
Perſons of exact approvement. - 
But 
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| - Beſides, what we have before 

hinted of his firne(s for this Ser- 
vice by 'the happineſs of his Edu- 
| cation, having been brought up a 


| Student in the Laws of Ezgland ; 


he was otherwiſe qualified for it, 
| by many excellent Endowments 


| of Nature, requiſite to the com- 


| poſition of a good Magiſtrate ; 


'| a deep and piercing Judgment 


\ to ſearch into the Niceties and 


| Intricacies of ſuch difficult bufi- 


neſs as he'often met with, and to 
determine accordingly; An inde- 
fatigable Patience mixed with a 
*Þ genuine ſerenity of Mind, where- 

"| by he could bear with the Cla- 


| mours and Impertinencies of ſuch 


as came before him, leiſurely at- 
tending to the Allegations both 
of Appellants and Criminals, and 
'| fully hearing whatever ( and ſo ' 
long as) they had any thing in 
reaſon to offer to him; rather 
than the Truth on either ſide 
ſhould be undiſcovered by any 

D - Prejus 
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Prejudicate fore-ſtalling of the E- | 
vidence. | 

A-right and ſound lag of 
Mind, .the-golden Vein that ran 
through the whole body of his | 
Actions, and all the parts of it, | 
not to. be corrupted by gifts, | 
bribes, or:penſions ( the common | 
taint of Juſtice ) nor to be warp'd | 
or byas'd by any ſiniſter Intereſts, | 
'but plain-and upright, unintereſt- þ 
ed, and regularly. conformable to | 
the exaCteſt rules: of \ Juſtice and | 
Honeſty, 1a all the particular ad-f 
miniitrations of his Province, be- 
ing wellknown, as to any partia- 
'ity mn his atings, to be no Re- 
{pecter .of Perſons. | 

Add unto all theſe, an Heroick 
_ Fortitudeand Invincible Courage 
of Mind, wluch' was the Shield of 
is other Vertues, and whereby 
he was bravely armediand defen- 
ded againſt all rhe difficulties and 
&di\couragements (which were not 
a few) that he met with ; ſtill 
| keeping 


keeping his ground with a ſtedfaſt 
Uprightneſs, and unmoved Ver- 
tue amid{t ſuch Tryals, as'/perſons 
of leſsCourage than himſelt would 
have ſneaked and grovel'd under ; 
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Fortitude 1s ſtiled by Plato, One raicmor: 


of. the moſt Fair and Excellent Ver- 


' twes;, And is by Ariftorle in his 


Erhicks made to bring up the Van 
of the Four Cardinal Vertues , 
Quia hec virtus circa res arduas 
& caifficilimas verſatur ; Virtutss 
autem proprium eſt wverſari inter 
difficiliora., A Vertue therefore 
certainly moſt becoming a Good 
Maziſtrate, who mult dare to be 
ſuch in the worſt of times, and 
greateſt of dangers. 

**Tis vulgar Vertue { ſays the 


*Learned Prelate, ſpeakuig on this 


* head) that puts men only upon 
* Safe good things ; *T1s Vertue 


Plato nt 
Lachete; 


Funeral 


Sermon 


© in its perfection, when one dares p.g. 16. 


*do well, arid fuffer for it : And 
<of this Degree he ſhewed ſome 


as great progfs as perhaps have 


D 2 © been 


1 avſyeis 
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been given 1n our days. 
We ſhall in the firſt place give 
you one Inſtance which ( with 
due Allowance to the unuſualneſs 
_ of the Practice) may give ſufh- 
cient proof of the greatnels of his 
Mind, in daring to be juſt to him- 
' ſelf, ( Juſtice as well as Charity 
beginning at home, ) in a caſe 
wherein a Sneaking Softneſs or 
Complyance might have betray'd 
him to the ruining advantages of 
a Sconc'd and Inſulting Adverſa- 


IV. 

Having a conſiderable Debt 
owing to him from a Great Per- 
{on at Court, to whom he had 
made many and often applications 
for the Payment of it, without 
any other fſatisfattion than that of 
tair promiſes, from time to time, 
and nothing performed : Sir Ed- 
0ud-Bury well knowing the Abi- 
lity of the Perſon, and that his 
pretences were but ſo many for- 
mal delays to deterr the Payment 


of 


of that which (though juſtly due) 
he knew (by reaſon of his privi- 
ledge) he could not in an ordina- 
ry courſe of Juſtice be troubled 
for, reſolved however to ſue him 
| at Common-Law, (notwithſtand- 
| ing his ſaid Priviledge) and rather 
* to caſt himſelf upon His Majeitics 
Clemency , for infringing the 
Priviledge of his Houſhold, than 
to ſuffer himſelf to be unjuſtly de- 
frauded of his due Debt, by one 
that would make ſuch a ProteQi- 
on an A/y/am to that Injuſtice , 
which he knew His Majeſty . 
he as never patronize or allow 
of. 

Accordingly after all other fair 
ways, unſucceſsfully attempted 
he got the ſaid Courtier Arreſted 
by vertue of the Kings Writt, and 
a Warrant thereupon granted by 
the Sheriff: and the Defendant 
| was thereupon taken into Culſto- 
dy, till ſuch time as he ſhould 
givein ſufficient Bail to anſwer 
ut D 3 the 
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the Action, inſtead of whichthe 
Defendant inſifting upon his Pri- 
viledge : ſent to White-Hall, and 
got an Order . for the Commit- 
ment of Sir Edmond-Bury, for 
breach of Priviledge, upon which 
he was taken into Cuſtody, and 
{o remained for the ſpace of ix 


days a Prifoner,and was fo tocon- 


rinue till ſuch time as he ſhould 
difcharge the other of the Arreſt, 
which Sir Edioad. Bury would not 
_eonſent unto, but rather ſuftered 
the ſeverity of that unealie re- 
fraint, than to gratifie his Ad- 
verſaries ſtubbornneſs with a too 
ealic compliance : 

His Majeity being then ac- 
exuainred with the Circumſtances 
of the C ale, was pleaſed graci- 
oully to Order Sir Edmond-Bury 
Goafreys diſcharge ; and taking 
notice, 1n his Princely Judge- 
ment, of that Magnanimity and 
Heroick diſpoſition | he ſhewed, 1n 
hearing the brunt of thistrouble, 
Way 


| 
. 


) 


| was pleaſed not only'to pardon the 
Miſdemeanour ; but by this AQti- 
on to take'fuch farther notice of 
him, as to conferr upon him the 
Honour of Knighthood': and as 
a more ſpecial token of his Grace 
and Favour, to admit hjm again 
into the Commiſſion of the Peace, 

| out-of which he had, by means of 
| his Adverſary,been then lately be- 

| fore ſtrucken out. 

{ . Buta more noble inſtance than 

| this to prove the fortitude of his 

Imind, as well in daring dangers, 

las bearing troubles, appears in 

his ſtaying in Town 1n the time 

of the aff great Sickneſs, when 

the two great Cities of London 

and Weſtminſter were ina manner 

deſerted by their Inhabitants, and 

ew-left but ſuch of the poorer 

ſort who wanted Vony or Friends 

0 remove themſelves farther ; 

vhen the Arrows of the Al- 

ighty were ſcattered} abroad in 
i by corner: when almaſt wm 4 
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venturing to ſtay for a Publick 


Hou'e was turned -intb a Sepul- 
chre,and Epitaph*d with. the dole- 
ful Inſcription of a Meſerere Do- 
mine, while the Dead and Living 
ſeemed buryed together ; when 
the fear of the Contagion ren- 
dered the few Inhabitants as un- 
ſociable to each other, as they 
would with wild Beaſts in a 
Wilderneſs, every man fearing to | 
come near another, leſt he ſhould | 
meet with his own Executioner, 
when their very words (conveyed 
with a lethiferous Air) were fear- 
£d as Bullets :-when breath it- ſelf 
the Inſtruments of Lite in one, 
ſhould be death to another as it 
paſſed from him. In fine when 
death and danger filied all places, 
and turned the whole Town into 
one univerſal Scene of Miſery and 
Mortality : then it was that this 
worthy Magiſtrate ſhewed the 
greateſt proofs of a true Chriſtian 
Caurage and Reſolution, in ad- 


s Good 


rand Death | 
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Good 1n all the greateſt heats of 
this dangerous Contagion. The 
famous Roman, Curtins, is cele- 
brated in Hiſtory for his unexem- 
lary Courage, in that for the 
ove of his Country, and to evert 
a great Judgment then upon them, 
he fearleſly rode headlong into a 
vaſt devouring Gulph , becom- 


| ing ſo the Sacrifice of their Re- 
{ demption. The aCtion was full of 


Gallantry and Bravery, ſuitable to 
the Heroick temper of a true Rs- 
43 Spirit : but Sir Edmonad-Bury, 
from a better Principle, of a truly 
Chriitian Zeal, at leaſt equalliz'd 
his Courage in this great under- 
taking ; wherein death in a thou- 
{and ſeveral appearances, ſeemed 
ready to devour him, if his Tu- 
telar Angel ( conſigned by the 
Divine Providence) had not pre- 
_ him to greater purpo- 
ES. 

It was no unadviſed forward- 
nels, or 1njudicious temerity that 
2 put 


put him upon an exploit ſo hazarx- 
dous as this was ro his life and 
{afery, neither any deſigns of ad- 
vantage by it, but a Juſt and 
Conſcientious regard to his Duty 
in that place wherein he knew he 
might (in the abſence of thoſe his 
tellow Magiſtrates that were fled 
from the danger) be inftrumental 
as well to preſerve the Lives, as 
Properties, of ſuch as ſhould be 
expoſed both to the danger of the 

Contagion, and the Rapine of 
ſome 1ll minded people, who tre- 

quently take the advantage of 
{uch Publick Calamities to 1n- 

rich themſelves with the ſpoils of 

the miſerable Deceaſed. 

Theſe were the only ends he 
had of his ſtaying 1n Town, for a 
Pablick Good, and was therefore 
clteemed by the Inhabitants of 
Weſtminſter, as their Guardian 
Genius; as the Afplmm and. 
Sanctuary of their diſtreſſed con- 
ditions, | 

| He 
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He was the man (ſhall Tay the 
ly man of his Place, ) that ſtay- 
dto do good, and did the good 
e ſtayed for ; ſhall we go about 
0 inſtance 1n particulars? *tis1m- 
oſſible , they are innumerable. 
Tis ealter to ſay, what good did 
de not that lay within the Verge 
bf his Province ? His Houſe was 
not only the Seat of Juſtice, but 
en Hoſpital of Charity, where be- 
Iides that Relief which he com- 

only afforded the Poor at other 
mes for the neceſſity of Living, 
he now extended his Charity to 
give them. Phyſick, ro preſerve 
them from dying,when they were 
na more immediate danger by 
the Contagion, then of Starving ; 
He was the Man, ( and where was 
there ſuch another, ) that laying 
atide - the. Grandeur of- his Cir- 
cumſtances, would familiarly vi- 
fit hts Poor Sick Nezghbours, and 
Adminifter - ſuitable - Rehets to 
them ; He was the May , _ at 
01 tat 
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that time durſt venture himſto 
into the very Garriſon of Deatthin 
the Peſt-houſe ( the ordering he 
which , he took into his peculiaha 
Care and Adminiſtration ) an&he 
there amidſt the deadly Fumehe 
: that aroſe from their Putrid SoresJCl 
8 would he ſtand by the Diſeaſeac 
} Lazars, and ſee them dreſſed, notfwi 
denying them any Relief or Aſi 
ſtance thar lay in his Power tokEr 
afford them. | 
His Juſtice was no leſs repa 
markable then his Charity, whenſjne 
there was any need of it, as ma-þ 

ny times there. was, to right theſ 
Dead,as well as to relieve the Liv- 
ing; a notable inſtance whereof, 
we ſhall give you in this follow-ſſtil 
ing Narration. W 
A Profligate Wretch that hadh 
taken up a new way of Thieving, [1 
( yet *tis ſaid too much Practiſed JT 
1n thoſe times) of Robbing the by 
Dead, notwithſtanding the Hors- fjec 
ror that 1s naturally concomitant ÞÞ; 
t0 


_  * 


eo ſuch ARions, had in the dead 
ime of the Night uſed to Invade 
She Cemeteries and Church-yards 
hat were now more Peopled then 
he places they belong'd to ; and 
ere breaking up the mournful 
lods, would Sacrilegioully ran- 
ack the Graves, and pillage them 
ith as much freedom, as Sould- 
rs do the bodies of their vanquiſht 
nemies in the Fields of War, ta- 
king from them their Dying Ap- 
e-parel, the Sheets and other Lin- 
nfinen in which they were Inhu- 
-amed, and decently covered, leav- 
efJing the Poor Carcaſles inhuman- 
ly Naked. 
| This Trade he followed ſo lon 
till he furniſhed a Warodould 
with the Spoils of the Dead ; and 
dfhad gotten into his Poſſeſſion 
| ſome fay ) to the number of a 
I JThouſand Winding-ſheets : when 
e fby ſome means being at laſt d1l- 
- ſcovered, information of theſe bar- 
t Jbarous Attions being given in bs 
) Sir 
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Sir Edmnud-bary, he condiſcent 
ed to go himſelf with the Cor 
{tables Guard; to the Place whe 
(he was informed) the - Good 
were Harboured,and Seized them 
In the mean while the C7imzn, 
having got notice of the defig 
apaintt him, was fled ; and being 
hardned againſt the fear of InfeUt 
on by his too much familiarity 
with the Dead, had taken SanQu 
ary in the Peſt-hoxſe,. where he 
thought himſelf ſufficiently ſecu 
red againſt the Atraeques of any 
that ſhould purſue him ; for wh 
ſhould venture upon ſo imminen 
a danger, as to ſeize a Malefady 
10 that place, where pothibly they 
might run upon their pwi 
Deaths ? And indeed, the Officer 
to whom Sir Edmund-bury had 
directed his Warrants to that pur 
poſe, were too faint-hearted tod 
it, and declined the Service ; Bu 
then the Noble K.nieht himielt (a 
a Pattern of unprettdented 'Mag 

x 2 mity)] © 
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nanimity) out of his Zeal to Ju- 
ſtice, ventured in his own Perlon 
ro go unto that Fatal Place (made 
Sacred againſt all Approaches b 
the danger of it, ) and there with 

lus own hands Seized and carryed 
oft the Offemdor, then delivering 
him into the hands of the Officers 
to be 1ecured, in order to be art a 
convenient time Examined about 
the Fact. 

And upon due proofs made our 
to him by ſeveral Witneſſes, the 
Criminal being Convicted, Sir Ed- 
mond-Bury Godfrey 1n reſpect to 
-Fuſtice, and to make 1ſo great a 
Villain an Example tor the future 
to all that ſhould be tempted «to 
any ſich execrable deſigns, pro- 
nounced this S-ztexce upon him, 
as moſt ſuitable to the nature of 
his Cr:z#2e , That he ſhould be car- 
ryed to the Church yard, the place 
where he had -perpetrared his 
Netandous Villanies, and'thereto9 
be ftrin'd naked to the Waite, and 


La 
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by the Beadle belonging to the 


Pariſh, to be ſeverely {courged 
round the place ; which Sentence 
was accordingly Executed upon 
him, in the preſence of a great 
number of Spettators, who were 
aſſembled out of Curioſity to ſee 
ſo remarkable an Execution: Mor- 
tut non Mordent, it is proverbial- 
ly ſaid; but one that durſt ſo bold- 
ly venture to ſpoil their paſſive 
Carkaſles,tound an ative revenge 
inflicted on him, for ſo doing, in 
the very proſpett of their injured 
Relicks; yet neither the ſmart, 
nor ſhame of his puniſhment 
could mollifie the hardned wretch 
toany kind of relentings for his 
notorious Villanies; but rather 
excited in him a Spirit of Revenge 
againſt the Authors of it : which 
he eſpecially deſigned againſt the 
worthy Sir Edmond Bury,by whoſe 
Sentence it was inflicted, ſo that 
turning his Covetous deſigns a- 
gainſt the Dead, into a malicious 
Revenge 
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Revenge againſt the Living, he 
vowed and reſolved uport his death 
whenever he ſhould find an op- 
portunity for it : 

And in purſuance of ſuch his 
Deviliſh reſolves, being one time 
late-at night, unhappily befrien- 
ded with an occaſion of meeting 
Sir Edmond-Bury Godfrey, in the 
Street going homewards towards 
his own Houſe , the Barbarous 
Villain, in an inhumane manner, 
aſſaults him with a Cudgel thar 
he carryed about him (perhaps 
for that purpoſe) and had certain- 
ly brained him, if Sir Edmond-Bus 
ry, perceiving his deſign, had not 
prevented 1t by a timely defence, 
which he did by drawing out his 
Sword, and therewith Warding 
the blows that were aimed at 
him, yet without any offenſive 
violence or hurt to his Adverſary, 
but only to defend himſelf, which 
he did till ſuch time as Campany 
coming by, and taking notice _ 

X 6 
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the Out-rage, Reſcued him from 


the Afault, and ſeized upon the 
Ruffran,who was thereupon Com- 
mitted ro Newgate, where he con- 


tinued till the next Seſſions of the 
Peace holden for Lozdoz and Md. 


aleſex,- at the O!d-Bayly, and there 
(beſides for this) ſeveral other In- 


dictments comming in againſt | 


him for Felony, he was Convi- 


Qed, and received Sentence to 
dye; but by the mercy of the: 


Court he was only Tranſported 
into ſome Foraign Plantation, 
where perſiſting till in his wick- 
cd Courlſes,notwithſtanding theſe 
{eaſonable warnings, being Con- 


victed of ſome | Criminal Fact, 


that by the Laws of. the Country 
celerved deatly,.” he had Judge- 
ment of death accordingly. pal- 
{ed upon lim, and was Hanged. 
During all the time of this-great 


and dreadful Sickmeſs, Sir Edmond. 
Bury Godfrey, (as we have aid) - 
contivued his Statioz: and did ' 


WOor- 


2 


dh 
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worthily, that while, ſupply the 
defect of thoſe that out of a Pu- 
fillanimous Phil-auty, had deſer- 


| ted their Charges to ſecute them- - 


ſelves ; ſuch felfi{h Principles as 
theirs were abhorrent from his Ge- 
nerous and Publick Spirit, who 
durſt attend his' Duty in the Face 


| of the greateſt difficulties and 


dangers. : And it pleaſed God 
(as an incouragement to' others 1n 
the like diſcharge of their Duties) 
to reward this faithfulneſs with a . 
fingular ProteCtion , preſerving 
him from thoſe imminent Perils, 
that he was (by his: forwardneſs 
to be uſeful) continually expoled 
to, that he might continue to be 
farther ' ſerviceable to his King 
and Country 1n better times. 

And many. years after this it 
pleaſed God to continue him to us - 
for a Publick-Blefſing : in which 
time, ' though we cannot note any 
Sreat remarkables of him to ſup- 
ply a Hiſtory, yet remarkable- 1t 
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is, and worthy note, that he 
was ſtill the ſame; the ſame 
Good Uſeful man that he always 
was; none of the Fleeting Mo- 
bile that aſpire at Names, and to 
be made the Diſcourſe of the 
World by their fluctuating and 
o1ddy Chon. he kept his Sta- 
tion, and contented himſelf with 
a private and retired acting in that 
Sphere, wherein he had opportu- 
nity enough.of doing Good, and 
being Ulſetul to the World, the 
greateſt thing that heever aſpired 
£0. | 
About the Year 1678. Having 
been by the conſtant Fatigues and 
Labours of his Buſineſs, reduced 
to a licklineſs of Body, and Di- 
ſtempers growing upon him, he 
was adviſed by the Phiſicians to 
go to Montpellier in France, the 
Air of that Country being ac- 


counted very Reſtorative to walſt-| 


ing and decaying Conſtitutions ; 


according to whoſe advice, ha- 


> ving 
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'ving ſetled his Afairs in England 


for the ſhort time of his intended 
ſtay, he went over thither, and 
took, together with, the benefit 
of that Salutiferous Air, a Pro- 
ſpect of ſeveral remarkable Places 
in that K/ngdom ; eſpecially of a 
Great Work that the French Ring 
was then undertaking, in makin 

a Navigable Rzver through thoſe 
Countries into the Levant. He 


continued for ſome months in 


that Country (in which time it 


having pleaſed God to reſtore 


him toa good meaſure of Health, 
(the end he went for) he returned 
again to bleſs his own Country, 
and Relations, with his much 
long*d-for preſence. 

And not long after his return 
it was, that the /ate (I fear we 
have too much reaſon to ſay the 
preſent) Hlliſh and Damnable 


| Plot of the Papiſts againſt the. 


King and Government, broke out 


| in Ezglarnd, An unhappy Fun- 
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ure in which his laſt aCtings, that 
concluded :the Cataſtrophe of his 
worthy Life, expoſed him to an 
untimely and cruel Death, by the 
hands of thoſe a cnigded Pa. 
piſts; the Proto-Martyr of thole 
Innocents that were deſigned by 
them to a mercileſs deitruction; 
but bleſſed be Gea,his Death, how- 
ever maliciouſly deligned by 
them, occaſioned a prevention of 
the 11] ettects of their Malice a- 
gainlt others, by awakning the 
Hagiſirates, and generally the 
whole Kjnedom, by this early 1n- 
ſtance of their Treachery to a 
- more narrow watchfulneſs of 
chem and their proceedings. 7. 

The Hi/tory of the firft begin- 

aing and Difcovery of this: Por, 

is lo generally known, and men- 
tioned info many Narr- :t1ves and 
ſruformations Publiſhed of it, that 

ir were needles for us to fay 
inuch of it, or MOre ti}an 15 Ne- 
veſfary to let you know bow far 
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Sir Edmona-Bury was concerned 
about 1t. 

Dr. Oates, Reputed the firſt Diſ- 
coverer of this Plot, having been 
beyond the Seas, and here in Emg- 
lazd,a long time Converſant with 
the Managers of 1t, as being Liſted 
one of their Party, and 'privy 
thereby to all their Deſigns and 
Managements, Was reſolved to 
make his Diſcovery of this Myſtery 
of Iniquity, and the Intrigues of 
It, upon the firſt fair opportunity 
that offered it ſelf to him. And 
having got into ſome acquain- 
tance with Dr. Tozexe, a Worthy 
and Learned Perſon, who had 
lately before Tranſlated a Book, 
Intituled the Fo Myvrals, into 
Engliſh, the ſaid Book reflecting 
ſo ſeverely upon that Brood of Vi- 
pers , exaſperated them to that 
height, that nothing would a- 
tisfhe them but his blood (the uſual 
Alloy of their mercileſs Revenges) 
ang Dr. Oates, then a great Con- 
pit E 4 hdent 
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fident of that Party muſt be the 
man (1njoyned thereto by their 
Provincial Whitebread)that ſhould 
diſpatch him. Dr.Oates could do ng 
leſs than accept the ſervice, but 
(as it never was in his purpoſe) 
was ſo far from Executing what 
he had promiſed that after a lit- 
tle time of acquaintance with 
the Dotffor, he Diſcovers to him 
not only what they had deſigned 
againſt his own lite, but, the 
Plot 1n General, with _ 
ſigns againſt the K/zg and Go- 
vernment, and Proteſtant Relizi- 
on Eſtabliſhed in theſe King- 
doms; and looking upon the 
Dottor (as he was) as a per- 
{on of approved Truſt and In- 
tegrity, did at the ſame time 
Communicate to him the Ge- 
neral Heads of this multi-form 
« reaſon, with the names of the 
Attors concerned it it. | 


Put 
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. But the buſineſs being of ſo Ex- 


traordinary Conſequence, and 
Mighty Oppoſition and Difficulty 
ſuppoſed to be met with upon the 
Diſcovery of it ; it was conſul- 
ted between them, what fit Per- 
ſon they ſhould pitch upon to ac- 
quaint his Majeſty with it. 

And accordingly they agreed 
upon Colloxel Kirby, a Perion of 
known Fidelity to the K72g, and 
Zeal to the Proteſtant Intereſt ; 
the Co/lonel cheartully undertakes 
the Service, and taking a conve- 
nient opportunity of meeting the 
Kzng walking 1n St. James's Park, 
begs his Attention, and informs 
him ſome heads of the T reaſoz, 
and particularly, of the Deſigns 
of the Papits, to take away. His 
Sacred Life, and that Pzickering 
and Grove, belides others, were In- 
gaged to Attempt 1t in that very 
place of His Receſs; His Ma- 
jelty was much Surpriz'd, to hear 
of a Danger, (that by ru 

19 
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his Native Innocency and Good. 


neſs)he needed not to have feared, 
but graciouſly accepting at the 


hands of his Loyal Subject, this] 


ſeaſonable Notice, was pleaſed 
thereupon to Order him, rogethet 
with Dr. Tongue, to wait upon 
Him that Evening at White-hal 
with the Informations, which they 
accordingly did ; delivering to 
him an Information' conliſting of 
Forty three Articles, drawn u 
by Dr. Oates: the Origional 0 
which, (this being but a Coppy) 
He kept in his own hands His ; 
Majeity graciouſly received the 
Papers, but being to go the next 
Morning to Windſor , 'was plea- 
ſed to 'order them to be left in the 
hands of a'great Lord and Emi- 
nent Miniſter of State, whom Has 
Majeſty would intruſt as well fot 
oy ſafety of them”, as his Secre- 
cie 1n the Aﬀair, and according- 
ly they were left with him, and 
%everal Attendances were ſpent 
Z upog 
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| upon his Lordſhip, 1n order to ac- 
quaint him with other Matters 
relating to the. Concern. 
. In the mean while Dr. Oates 
diſcovered himlelt to Colonel K7r- 
by, who had not hadall this time 
any acquaintance with him ; and 
yÞ gave him in ſome further Infor- 
mation, as namely, of the coming 
to Town of the Provincial White- 
| bread , Bedingfield a Jeſuite, and 
|| others of that Gang, and that they 
; having by ſome means got intima- 
) tion of this Diſcovery, had him 
in Sufſpition for it ; And had de- 
fign'd to prevent his Progreſs 


+ therein; by making him away : 
_ | this they thought 1n their deviliſh 
» | Policy the likelieft way to tor- 
- | ward their Deſigns, by fir{t re- 
A moving {ſuch Perſons out of the 
| way as ſhould be likely to be In- 


ſtrumental in the intended Dil- 
ovary. 5 

This they then aticrrapted a- 
gainſt Dr. Oates, and this they at 
DP AL LT terwards 
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ter wards Executed upon the wor. 
thy Sir Edmnund-Bury, who was 
not ſo lucky to eſcape their Mur- 
derous Hands,as he was. For the 
Dottor more than miſtruſting their 
Deſignes againſt him, had the 
Food luck to avoid the brunt of 
their Revenge againſt him, by a 


timely flight ; the particulars of | 


which, he related to Dr. { ozzze : 
and that now having thus got 
himſelf looſed from his Treaſona- 
ble Company, he was reſolved to 
caſt himſelf upon the Mercy and 
ProteCtian of his Majeſty ; which 
Reſolution of his, Dr. 1oxzne very 
well approved, and till ſuch time 
as they could meet wirh a conve- 
nient opportunity of accompliſh- 
ing it, did kindly invite him to 
continue with him (as a' good 
place of Safety and Retirement to 
him, ) at his Lodgings at Fox- 
hall. 
During which time, Dr. Oztes 
wrote over fair Copies of his In- 
formations, 


formations, and upon the K;ze's 
Return to Whzite-hall, Notice was 
one day given to Dr. Toxgueand 
Collonel Kzrby, That it was his 
Majeſties Pleaſure, that they two 


ſhould Attend him the next Morn- 


ing 1n Coxcel, to be Examined be- 
fore that great Preſence, about the 


| Particulars of their Informations. 
In Order to which, it was ne-- 


ceſlary, that their ſeveral Copies 
ſhould be Sworn to, to render 
them the more Authentick when 
they ſhould be delivered into the 
Conncel ; And Sir Edmund-Bury, as 
a Perſon of known Loyalty to his 
Ring and Country, was the Magi- 
ſtrate whom they choſe to be 
Sworn by,and to intruſt with this 
great Secret. 


A Loyal, but unhappy piece of 


Service to this poor Geztleman, 
who having with Horror and 
Aſtoniſhment peruſed the ſaid In- 
formations, and taken their Oaths 


Swore 


of the truth of them ( which they 
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Swore to before him ) would needs 
defire a Copy of them, to be left 
with him, that he might i 11 his 
own Loyal and . Judicious 
thoughts take them upon an af- 
ter view into a more ſerious con- 
{ideration, aid ſo be the better in- 
abled to ACt in that Province he 
was in, if need ſhould be, for the 
Prevention of the growing mil. 
cluef. --- - | 
Little dreaming ( Dear Soul 
at that time, that his Loyal Inten- || 
tions therein, ſhould expoſe him F 
to that Malice ot his Enemies(who þ 
too well knew the honeſty and in- 
tegrity of h1s mind, not to be con=- BY 
cerin'd at it) that ſhould be the Þþ 
occaſion of his Death; the {ad and 
dolctul Narrative of which, as1t. 
was by this means occaſioned, We 
ſhall preſently give you: | 

. The Two Informants having 
chus ſworn to their Informations. 
went with them before the King F* 
and Councel, who afterwards m__ F* 
Iy | 
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Ifor Dr. Oates, and they were all 
Three ſeverally Examined before 
them, and their Services herein ſo 
well accepted, that to ſecure them 
from the Malice of their Ene- 
mies, His Majeſty {out of his Na- 
tive clemency and goodneſs) was 
rraciouſly pleaſed to take Dr. 
Toague and Dr. Oates into his Roy- 
al Prote*tion, and to order them 
 fLodgings in his Pallace at White. 
ill | | 


Che Plotters (that had Spies in 

\ ſfvery Corner to obſerve the pro- 
\ (reſs of their Defigns, and the ſuc- 
eſſes of them) were now ſtrange- 
ly ſurprized,that the ſcent was ta- 
Fen, and that we were already in 
purſuit of the game, before they 
were awareof it ; They dreaded . 
he Ramour of it more then any 
Particular Informations; They 
Knew that Information had been 
ven, in and Sworn to; They 
finew who it was that gave them 
heir Oaths,. and that he had Co- 
IP pies 
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pies of the Informations ; They 
knew ſo Loyal a Perſon, ſo True 
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2 Proteſtant,would be more then a 
Speculative or idle Obſervator up- 
on ſuch Treaſonable Subjetts,they, 
knew his Place, they knew his 
Parts, they knew his Power, they 
knew his Intereſt at Court; his 


amongſt the People, and were not 
ignorant how able, how ready he 

might be to improve all theſe ad- 
vantages to the ruine of their De- 

ſignes : They knew his Integrity, 

that there was no hopes of COr- 
rupting him,: and therefore reſol- 

ved to deſtroy him ; that by ſuch 

an Execrable inſtance of their Re- 

; vengeful temper they might deter 
all other Loyal Magiſtrates from 
intermedling with their Afairs, 

Fletere fi and to render their Arcana infer 
ueqnerunt Sacred againſt all ſuch intermed- 
Juper0: 4- lings by the danger of their Reven- 
movebunt. es: His Myurther now is fully re- 
ov'd upon,and ſeveral perſons im- 


ployed to etteCt it. The 


free acceſs to the King, his eſteem} 
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The Perſons principally con- 
cerned were Father Girald, and 
Father Kelly, two Irijþ Priefts , 
Robert Green Cuſhion-man to 
the QueensChappel, Laurence Hill, 
Servant to Dr. Goddex Treaſurer 
of the ſaid Chappel, Hemry Berry 
Porter of Somerſet Houſe ; Mr. 


| Miles Prance a Goldimith in Co- 


vent-Garden, and Captain Williams 
Bealve, who though he was not 
an actor in the Deſign, yet was 
made privy to it, and afterwards 
made his diſcovery of it : beſides 
there were others that were like- 
wiſe privy to it, as namely, one 
Lawſon a Prieſt, and Phillip Ver- 
watti ( belonging to the Lord Bel- 
laſgs ) who afterwards fled , Pr:- 
chard, Le Fair, Welch, Kains, and 
others; theſe laſt Five being 
Vernatti and the Prieſts were 
the Perſons ( it is believed ) that 
firſt undertook the Deſign, and 
then drew in firſt Greer, Hill and 
F Berry 
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Berry (the actual Murtherers ) 
and afterwards Mr, Prazxce, to en- 
gage with them 1n this Helliſh 
Conyuration. 


The Scene of the contrivancelt 
was the Plough-Ale-houſe, near the} 


Water-oate by Somerſet-houſe : the 
time upon a Sunday after Eve- 
ning-prayer, when the {aid Preiſts 
coming from theChappel met with 
Mr. Praxce there, and upon confe- 
rence with him, told him , That 


Sir Edmundbury Godfrey was a bit- 


ter Perſecutor of Catholicks, and 4 


particular Enemy to her Majeſties 
Servants, ( of whom Mr. Prax 


counted himſelf one, as being im» 
ploy'd to work in work of Gold 


and Silver for Her Majeſty : and 
that he had very lately Examined 
Pesple againſt them, and got Depo- 
fitions to fix baſe Crimes and Scan- 
dals on their Religion , and that 
Catholicks would be ruined unleſs he 
were taken off ; and therefore it was 
neceſſary, for the Glory of God hos 
200 
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good of the Church , that it ſhould 
be done : And when Mr. Prarnte 
kemed to ſcruple at what they 
propoſed to him to ingage him 


[in the Murther, the two Priclts 
| Girald and Kelly told him, It was 
[2 meritorious work , and no lin, 


but a work of Charity ——How 
cruel are the very Mercies of the 
Wicked | How impious the Re- 
_ of ſuch unſanctiftied Zea- 
ots ! 

They prevailed with him, at 
leaſt he ſeemed to be prevailed 
upon, to ingage himſelf in the 
Deſign, and ſeveral conſultations 
were afterwards had about the 
management of it. | 

Upon Saturday the Twelfth of 
Ofaber, Lawrence Hill, one of the 
Confpirators (as they had laid 
their deſign) was imployed to 
go to Sir Edmonabury Goafrey's 
Houſe in the Morning about the 
time of his ſtirring, to ſpeak 
with him , but what his Errand 
2 was, 


was, is unknown : afterwards the 
ſaid Hill meets with Gzrald and 


Green, and they three together | 


way-lay Sir Edmonbury at his com- 


ing forth, which was about Ten 


or Eleven a Clock ( the uſual 


time of his ſetting out |) being} 
all alone; they follow*d him and} 
watched him all that day from| 


place to place, till about Six or 


Seven a Clock in the Evening : | 
And then theſe that lay iz wait to | 


ſhed Blood , having lodg'd their 
innocent prey at a place where 


they ſaw him enter, ſent their} 


tellow Greez ( while they in the 
mean watched his torth-coming/ 


to Mr. Pyance, to ſummon him | 
with all ſpeed to haſten to S-} 


merſet-houſe Water-gate leading 
down to the Th:mes, where Kel 
and Berry the other two deſigned 
Executioners were to meet him, 


in order to accompliſh the Tra- 
gedy. 


Theſe three Afſaſlinates abided | 


for 
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for ſome hours the Horrors - of 


| the Night, with a deviliſh impa- 
| tience of ſeeing their expected 

| prize 3. when about Nine a Clock 

| their companion Hz comes with 


cruel haſt to inform them he was 


| coming : and now for a Gin 
| Therewith to intrap him into 
| their bloody Hands, 1t is preſent- 
| ly contrived, That Kelly and Ber- 


*| ry ſhould begin a Hs quar- 


 *a. HD my CH my _ wo 


rel; and in the mean while Hz! 


that watched for that purpoſe, 


| was to ingage Sir Edmorabury at his 


coming by, to come down and 
uſe his Authority tor the part- 


ing of them. 
When T heeues fall oat (it 1s faid) 


| honeſt Men come by their Goods; 


when Mzyrtherers feignedly do ſo, 
it appears ſuch Men may loſe 
their Lives. 

The Innocent -Gentleman not 
dreaming of any other Treache- 


ry ( if he thought of any) than 
What he knew intended againſt 


F 3 the 
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 finuated himſelf into fo much ac- 
_ quaintance with him as to be 


T be Life and Death of 


the Publick , ſoon after comes by, 
when Hill ( the Judas in the 
Plot ) having treacherouſly in- 


known by him ; meets him up- 
on his approach, in a ſeeming 
yreat earneſtneſs and counterteit 
concernedneſs, 1ztreating him for 
Gods ſake to come in, for there 
were two Men a quarrelling, and he 
was afraid there wonld be blood ſhed : 
Murther be ſure there was, as it 
was by this artifice deſigned and 
executed ; his preſence ( as a Ma- 
viftrate ) was urged as a likely | 
means to chill the heats of their 

fury, and to make them quiet, 

Sir Edmondbury was unwilling to 

ingage himſelf, eſpecially at that 

feaſon of the Night ; but the other 

by his importunity in a manner | *© 
forced him to it, Hz## leading che 
way, and Sir Edmondbury Godfrey | 
following him through the Gate | | 
leading down toward the place; 
GO: _ Girald 
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7 [Girald and Green were watching 
efnear by, and obſerving the mo- 
- tion, immediatly fell in after 
them; Mr. Prazce as ſoon as Sir 
ef Edmondbury was centred the fatal 
- | limits, goes down to ſecure the 
7 | Water-gate, that no Body ſhould 
th enter that way to diſturb their 
- | proceedings; and Berry at the 
| me time / that the Scene of 
- | their miſchiefs might be altoge- 
. | ther inacceſſible } was to watch 
| the Stairs and Paſſage by the 
| Chappel - but firſt He and Relly 
| the pretended 2r2rrellers ſtood a- 
| bout the Rails by the Queers 
| Stables; and as Sir Edmozabury 
went down towards them, { ſweet 
Soul whoſe Thoughts were only 
then attected with generous deſigns 
of hindring the Etfects of a pre- 
tendedOutrage,and little dreaming 
that himfelf was the deſigned Sub- 
jet of it thatVillain Greez ſuddain- A 
ly threw a twiſted Handkerchief 
about his Neck, and forthwith 
F 4 all 
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all four of them pulled him down 
and throtled him,drawing between 
them the ends of the ſtrangling In- 
{trument ſo hard , that at laſt his 
pure and innocent Soul, after ſome 
Convullive ſtruglings againſt the 


violences of ſuch an unnatural diſ- } 
ſolution , was dillog'd from the | : 


Body, and convey'd by Angels to 


the place where bleſſed and Mar- | | 


tyr'd Saints lye under the Altar, | 


crying out their Lxouſq; Domine's, 


for a juſt revenge of their inno- || | 
cent Blood upon the Heads of | 
their malicious Enemies : It was | 
no caſte death, and he being a | 
Man of a ſtrongMake andConſtitu- | 


tion,they were fain to uſe the more 
violence to diſpatch him , giving 
him / when proſtrate on the 
ground ) many violent punches 
on the Breaſt with their Knees ; 
and Greez to pertect the Exe- 
cution, wrung his Neck almoſt 
round with all his force. 

Prance and Berry being come 
| 4 to 
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nf to them by that time he vvas quite 

n} dead, they alltogether help'd to 

1-| carry the murthered Body 1n- 

's| to Dr. Goddiz's Lodgings, where 

e | the ſaid Hill lived ; who went 

ef before and opened the Door ; 

- | when they were got in, they 

ef carried him five or fix Steps 1n- 

of to a little Room on the right 

- | hand,and there left him that Night 

, | and $wzdayall Day and Night. 

There were ſome unhappy O- 

mens of this Tragedy which Sir ,... 
| Eamonabary himfſelt had conceived 
; | / it ſeem'd in his ovvn mind) ſome the Tryab 
time before the Execution of it, mags. 
which he not long before declared zi. 
to Dr. Oats, after he had received 

the Informations ; That he had re- 

cerved Afronts from great Perſons, 

for being ſo zealous in that buſineſs 

of the diſcovery of the Plot; and 

that ( being threatned by ſome 

great Men of the Popiſh party) he 

went in fear of his life by that 

party, having been dogged by them 
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for ſeveral Dayes; but ( being 
adviſed to take his Man alwayes 
with him)Anſ{wer'd,T hat he did nt 


fear them, if they aid but come fairly, 


And to Thomas Robinſon Elq; 
(diſcourſing with him about the 
Plot) he declared himſelf to him 
in theſe Words : Upon My Con- 


ſcience, T ſhall be the firſt Martyr ; | 


but T do not fear them if they come 
fairly, T ſhall not part with my life 


tamely, 


But notwithſtanding theſe | 
( more than ſuſpected ) dangers, | 
being fortified with his own In. 


Murs bis NOCence, that meant wrong to 


aheneus 


eſto 


Nil conſcire 


no Man, he adventured fo tar as | 
to become at laſt a prey to his 


fibi. Borat, Malicious Enemies. 


But to return to our Hiſtory : 
The Monday Night following, Hall 
and ſome others of them re- 
moved him into a Room in the 
upper Court; and Prazce having 
a mind to ſee where they had 


laid him, they all went toge- 
NET 


pans gen, band © Wn Hama bed es 
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| the relr, 
vation ofhim, as ſerved him after- 


ther with a dark Lanthorn to 
the ſaid place ( Dr. Goaadzns 
Lodgings, ) where alſo Caprain 


| Bedloe came, who had not. hitjzerto 


betore ingzaged himfelt in any actu- 
al performance with tnem,and per- 
ceving Mr. Praxce there amongſt 

rook {uch parucular obler- 


vvards to make a diſcovery of him 
and the reſt concerned in the Mur- 


| ther. 


On Tweſday Night they con- 


| vey'd the Body to another Room 


in the long Entry over againſt 


| Dr. Goddins Lodgings; And the 


| Wedneſday Night following, be- 


ing removing it again from thence 
to the place where, it was firſt 
lodged, Mr. Prance happening to 
come ſuddenly upon them at 
unawares , they fearing it had 
been a Stranger, left the Body 


.1n the Entry and ran away to- 


gether in a fright, till ſuch time 
as Mr. Prance ( perceiving their 
Con miſtake 
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miſtake ) called out tothem, and 
diſcovering who he was, they 
went back together, and carried 


the. Body into the little Room 


where it was firſt placed. 
And now to perfect their Vil- 
lany to the heighth of malice, 
{that they might as well Mur- 
ther his Reputation as they had 
done his Perſox, a thing more 
than once by them attempted ) 
the two Prieſts, Girald and Kelly 
adviſed to carry him out into 
the Fields, and there to leave 
him, run through with his own 
Sword, in ſome obſure place; 
where (upon diſcovery) he might 
be ſuppoſed to have murther'd 
himſelf”; and therefore his Money, 
Rings and ſuch other things of 
value as he had about him,were all 
to be left with him. 

Captain Bed/oe had before the 
Murther been acquainted by them 
with the. deſign, and fain they 


would have ingaged him to have |. 


aſſt 
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aſſiſted them in the Execution ; 
for which they told him there 
was 4ooo /. to be given by a 
great Lord of the Popiſh Party; 
and acquainted lim with the 
time when they intended to diſ- 

atch him, then deſiring his aſſi- 
- | ftance,but he honeſtly failed them; 
1| which made Monſieur Le Faire 
, | { one of the Undertakers ) very 
) | angry with him ; but meetin 
) 


= << As 


him on the Mmnzday following, 
told him that the buſineſs was 
done without him; and having 
ſhewed him the Body ( as we 
have before told you ) would 
then have ingaged him to afliſt 
them in carrying it off, accord- 
ing to their laſt mentioned con- 
trivance; and bound him to it 
upon the Sacrament he laſt took 
(a pretty knack of prophane 
Conyuration, by which they uſu- 
ally adjure their Parties to Truft 
and Secrecy ) Captain Bealoe 


' promiſed to meer them at Twelve 
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a Clock that Night to that pur- 


poſe, as judging that the fitreſt 
time for {uch deeds of Darkneſs 
to be tranſacted in; but failed 
them again, and came no more 
at them; but inſtead thereof 
taking a journey to Bri/toll, where 
ſome time after, the horror of 
this fat had made ſuch impreſ- 
flons on him , that thereup- 
on changing his mind as well as 
he had done his Company, he ſent 
up to one of the Secretaries of 
State, in writing, together with a 
diſcovery of other matters rela- 
ting to the Plot, an Account { {6 
far as he knew) of this Mur- 
ther. 


But in the mean while the | 


aforeſaid Complices being thus de- 
teated of his afliſtance, went about 
the work themſelves ; to which 
end they had procured a Sedan, 
into which ( though with ſome 
difficulty, by: reaſon of its ſtift- 
nels ) they crouded the — 

E 
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ed Body ; this was done about 
Twelve a Clock {( the Hour ap- 
pointed, ) Praxce and Girald car- 
rying him out at the great Gate, 
1A Door of which Berry the Por- 
ter opened to them ; having ( to 
avoid their taking notice of the 
ation) invited the Souldiers who 
uſed to attend there, to his Houſe, 
and there treated them withDrink 


and Tabacco, till ſuch time as _ 


they had conveyed away the 
Boay. 


theſe hardned and cruel wrerches, 
would not have quiver'd with 
the horror of ſuch inhumane acti- 
ons? to deal ſo familiarly with 
the Carkaſs of a »urder'd perſon, 
a perſon murdered by their owz 
hands, and whoſe #4/ood they could 
not but think at the ſame time 
cryed loud for vengeance upon 
their heads ! But oh the Sziffzeſs 
of a Rowiſh Zeal! how immalle- 


able does it render their Stony 
: Na- 


What breaſts beſides thoſe of J 


mane Impreſſions ! 

Yet neither the horror of the 
Fact, nor yet that of a dark night, 
could ſcare them from their hi- 
deous purpoſes ;- but they pro. 
ceeded with their dead Burthen 
( carrying it in the Sedaz b 
turns between them ) till they 
came to So-hoe Fields, near the 
Grecian Church there lately built ; 
and there Hzi!! attended with an 
Horſe ready for their purpoſe,upon 
which they placed the Body before 
Hill, who held it 'trom falling ; 
( Oh horrid Boldneſs! ) Mean 
while the reſt conveyed the Se 
dan into an Houle that was build- 
ing, but unfiniſht, that ſtood near 
by, to remain there till they came 
back : And then Gzrald the Prieſt 
faid, I wiſh we had an hunared 
ſuch Rogues as ſecure as we have 
this. | | 

Mr. Prance then becauſe © he 
was an Houſe-keeper, took his 
leave 
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Natures to the force of all hy- 
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leave of them and returned home, 
and che other four went away 
with him, one leading the Horſe, 
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Hill riding and holding the Boay, 


and the other two walking by. 
”_ carried- him into an ob- 
ſcure place, about two miles out 
of Town, towards Hamſiead, near 
a place called Prim; 26 ll and 
there in a ditch they Ie fr the 
Body , after all thele harrafings 
to its quiet repoſe ; this was 


the Grave they had prepared for 


him ; but before they left him 
( as a token of their malicious 
delign )- Grrald runs Sir Edmond- 
bury's own Sword through him, 
laying the Scabbard together with 
his Gloves on the bank, at a {mall 
diſtance from the Body. m 

In the mean time Sir E4z20nd- 


bury's Servants, and then his. 


Friends, and then the whole 
Town were not a little concern- 
ed for his abſence ; and there was 
once a. Proclamation order'd to 
G diicover 
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diſcover him, but countermanded, 
by reaſon of falle Informations 
ſpread about by ſome of the Pe- 
piſh Party, that he was living 
and well : And there were ſeve- 
ral perſons that went deſignedly 
up and down to Coffee-houſes to 
ſpread falſe Reports upon this 
SubjeCt ;"as that he was gone in- 
to the Countrey to be married to 
a certain Lady, whom they took 
upon them to name, and that 
they ſaw him in ſuch and ſuch 
places. 

Upon Saturday the twelfth of 
October, the very Evening that 
Sir Edmundbury was Murthered; 
Father Harcourt the Jeſuit after- 
wards Executed, ſent away a Let- 
ter to Father Emwers a Prieſt at 
the Lord Afons in Stafford-ſhire, 
wherein were theſe words ; Thi 
Night is Sir Edmondbury God- 
trey —_ This Letter was 
received there on the Moray, 
and ſhewn to Mr. Dueaate, as - 

| hat 
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hath ſince made Oath ar ſeve- 
veral Tryals, and the ſame ſince 
confirmed by Mr. Cherwin a wor- 
thy Gentleman, who being then 
in that Countrey, heard a re- 
port of 1t there by meziis of that 
Letter on the 7 zeſday ; vyuhich was 
before ever there was any diſco- 
very of it at Loxdop. 

But as Murther the great Ob- 
ject of the D:vize Juſtice, does 
ay" unſeldom eſcape Diſcovery ; 


but that the Murther is detected, 


and the Murtherer by ſome means 
brought to Itght ; God was plea- 
led by his Providence ſo to or- 
der it, that the Murther of this 
g00d Man ( the miſs of whom 
had cauſed great Thoughttulneſs 
of Heart ( I may ſay ) all the 
Kingdom over ). was in a tevv 

days after Diſcovered. 

For upon Thurſday the Seven- 
teenth Day of Ofober, which was 
the next Day. after they had left 
him 3 in his #zcoverld Grave; two 
G 2 Men 
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them fetching a Conſtable and 
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Men by chance paſſing over 
the Fields, ſpied the Gloves and 
Scabbard, and upon further ſearch 
diſcovered the Body it ſelf ly- 
ing in the Ditch, with the Sword 
run through it, in ſuch manner as 
tis Murtherers had left it ; beſides | 
that they found about him, his 
Rings, Watch, and ſome Moneys 


* both Gold and Silver, all which 


the Covetouſneſs of his Enemies 
diſpenſed with the loſs of, . to 
cratitie a more unjuſtiftiable end 
thereby, of a malicious Slander, | 
which they thought might be 
thereby occaſioned, of being his 
own Murtherer. 

Theſe two honeſt Di/coverers 
well weighing the circumſtances 
of what they. had ſeen, and that 
there was no Blood any where 
appearec!, upon the Wounds made 


by the Svvord run through him, 


concluded it vvas ſome Extraordt 
nary caſe, and thereapon one ot | 


ſome 
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ſome others to aflift them, con- 
vey'd the [ yet reitleis_) Body to 
an houſe, vvhere he lay not long 
betore upon the rumour the Body 
vvas - knovyn to be the Relict of 
the much de{red and wanted Sir 


| Edmondbury *Goafrey. 


The Coroner of Middleſex Vvas 
then ſent for /as is required in 
ſuch Cales of unnatural Deaths ) 
to 1nquire of the Death of this 

erſon ; who by the Oaths- of a 
Jury of ſubſtantial Credits, found 
that Sir Edmzdbury Godfrey vvas 
murthered, ( not murthered him- 
ſelf as the deſign vvas laid ) and 
the Verdict vvas recorded. But 
yet the Felons concerned 1n the 


Murther, could not be yet dif 


covered. 

His Majeſty being gracioully 
inclined to be concerned as vvell 
as others in the loſs of this gcod 


man and faithful Subject ; under- 


\ ſtanding that vohat vvas feared 


vvas novy certainly proved, that he 
2 was 
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vvas Murthered, vvas pleaſed up- 


on the twentieth day of O@o- 
ber following to iſſue out his 
Royal Proclamation ; Commanding 
all his Subjects and Officers to uſe 
their utmoſt Diligence to find out 


aud Diſcover the Martherers of 


Str Edmondbury, graciouſly prom- 
ſing 5001. reward to any that ſhould 
make ſuch Diſcovery ; and if any 
one of the Murtherers ſhould Diſ- 
cover the. reſt, he ſhould not only 
be Pardoned, but likewiſe have the 
ſame Reward. 

But this Royal Offer could not 


prevail with them to come in: 


for the preſent, ( guilty Conſci- 
encies are aw'd as well by the 
Clemency as Juſtice of the Ma- 
giſtrate ) but they ſeem'd more 
hardened in their Wickedneſs by 
its Succeſs. LURE 

For 1t was not above a Fort- 
night afterwards, that they drew 
up a Narrative of this ſo meri- 
torious Act of theirs in killing a 
RJ Prote- 
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Proteſtant Magiſtrate, in writing, 
which Yernatts read in an 1n- 
ſulting manner at a meeting they 


| had at the Queens-Head at Bow, 


where he declared that the ſame 
was drawn up to be ſhewed to 
one of the Popiſh Lords ( now 
in the Tower ) and other great 
Perſons that were the Original 
Deſigners and Promoters of the 
buſineſs, for their Satisfaction, by 
whom it might poſſibly be ſent 
to Rome; and there no doubt it 
would find a great approbation 
and acceptance. 

The Murther we ſee is found 
out, but the Myurtherers yet un- 


. diſcovered , notwithſtanding his 


Majeſties gracious Proclamation, 
with promiſes of reward ( befides 
Pardon ) to the . Diſcoverer : 
Captain Bealoe had (as we have 
told you ) ſent up a general ac- 
count of it, but not being him- 
ſelf preſent at the Murther, could 


not give a particular account 
G 4 of 
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of thoſe that were actually con- 
cerned in it : So that the Aﬀſaſh- 


nates for about ten weeks had : 


lulPd themſelves into a fond Se- 
curity, becoming almoſt as fear- 
leſs as they were graceleſs : But 
the Keeper of 1/rael, that merther 
fumbereth nor fieepeth, and from 
whom no Secrets are hidden, 
was then pleaſed ( to make the 
Triumphs of his own Wiſdom 
and Jz/tice the more Illuſtrious, 
when all h:m2aze attempts to that 
end ſeemed in a manner de- 
teated ) to work out a Diſco- 
very by ſuch unthought-of means, 


as plainly ſhewed it was Dzgr- 


#5 Dei and the Lords own adb- 
77... 

We have before informed you 
that Mr. Prazce was drawn into 
the curſed Combination, and how 
tar he Acted in it ; vvho as he was 
bound by the Tyes of Secrecy 
to a ſinful Silence, had hitherto 
concealed the Fact ; But there 


happening | 
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happening ſome miſunderſtand- 
ing betwixt him and a Neigh- 


| bour of his, the latter knowing 


Mr. Prazce to be a Zealous Pa- 
piſt, and having underſtood by 
ſome of his Servants that one 
time about Michaels then lait, 
he had ablenced himfelf two or 
three nights trom home ; an 1ma- 


ination came into his Head, that ' 


Mr. Prazce might be concerned 
in Sir Edmondbury Godfrey's Mur- 
ther ; although indeed, ſuch his 
ablenting was a fortnight before 


Sir Edmondbury's death, not upon 


the account of that , but ſome 
others more dangerous to him ; 
The Proclamation being then new- 
ly iſſued, prohibiting all Fane 
and. Popiſhly affeited perlons from 
ſaying in Town; about which 
time, when the Plot was firſt 
noiſed abroad , Ferrick , Ireland, 
and others of the Confpirators 
were ſeized, whom he was fo 


Zealous to defend in a pub- 
lick 


—w 
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lick Coffee-houſe ; that for ſome 
Words then ſpoken, he was 
threatned by ſome perſons pre- 
ſent to be Profſecuted ; and upon 
that account only lay from home 
the ſaid two or three nights, \ as 
he was able to prove by credi- 
ble Witneſſes ) till ſuch time as 


However, this Neighbour of his, 

upon the bare ſuſpition, took out 

a Warrant againit him to appear 

. before the Conncil 5; which Mr. 
Vide Mr. : 

Prances Prance readily obey'd, as know- 

Narrative, 1ng him not able to prove any 

 4g-20,21, thin — {t h1 h E 

g again{t him upon that ac 

count. But being taken by Ver- 

tue of that Warrant, upon the 

tyventy firſt of December, and be- 

ing firſt —aw/ into the Lobby 


tain - Bedloe ( whom he did not 
then know, having been ſeen by 
him but once before, ( viz. ) upon 
the View of Sir Edmondbury God- 
frey's body in Somerſet-houſe, -= 
ore 


the buſineſs might be compoſed ; 


by the Houſe of Commons, Cap- 
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fore mentioned, at which time 
Mr. Prance took no great notice 
of him ) knew his Face again, 
and charged him with that Mur- 
ther , whereupon , after a ſtriet 
Examination, he was Committed 
Priſoner to Newgate. 

The next day being the 22 
of December, he made his Dil- 
covery, ( the Narrative of which 
is fince by Licenie of | Azthority 
Printed, and thereby charged the 
before named Dominick Kelly, Ro- 
bert Green, Henry Berry, and Lan- © 
rence Hill, as Confederates. in 
this Murther ; of whom the three 
laſt were apprehended, but the 
two firſt Eſcaped ; .the Subtil 
Prieſts, according to the old Pro- 
verb of thoſe that have "the bet- 
ter luck, ſhitting for themſelves, 
and leaving thoſe whom they 
had drawz iz toanſwer for them- 
ſelves. Although afterwards Kelly 
was taken up in Surrey, by the 
name of Daniel Edmonas, as a Re- 
cuſant ; 
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cuiant ; but underſtanding Pray. 


ces being taken, gor out upon 
Bail ( hired by him for that Ser 
vice ) before he was known to 


be Key, though afterwards the} 


lame was Diſcovered ; the ac: 
count of which, becauſe it 15 


not ſo pertinent to our preſent 


Hiſtory, we ihall here Omar. 

The 24» of December Mr. Prane 
was Examined before the King 
and Council, and having given 
in the particular Circumſtances 
of the Murther, and in what re- 
ipective Rooms and places the 
Body was kept as aforeſaid, ſeveral 
Lords were ordered tro go with 
him, to ſee if there vvere ſuch 
Rooms as he had deſcribed, and 
whether he could readily go to 
them ; which he did to their full 
{atisfaction. 

But ſome time after, remaining 
in Priſon without any ailurance 
of his Pardon, he was fo far pre: 
vailed vvith, to retract by wr 

7 | O 
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Confeiled upon Oath ; As once 
upon a further Examination to 
fay before the Kzzg and Connci!, 


' that He was Innocent, and they All 
| were 7zznocent : But as to the Temp- 


tations he was under, and the Cir- 


 cumſtances that {way'd him to that 


ill Action he hath ſince / in that 
Narrative which he hath pub- 
liſhed to the World of theſe mat- 
ters ) ſo ingenioully ſet them 
forth, as may ſatisfie any un- 
byaſs' d perſon, and take off that 
Calumny vvherevvith the Papsſ?s 
have endeavoured to delianins 
him, and to Invalidate his Evi- 


dence on that account: In an- 


{yver to vvhich, he offers theſe 
conſiderations ( as the juſt and 
true Sentiments of his Soul ; ) 
Theſe are his Words, as you 
may find them. in his Book, 


par, 24. 
* That vyhat he had declared 
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of Mouth what he had truly 


*©CON- 


\ 


Mr. Pran- 
ces Narrat. 
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* concerning the Murtner 1n man- 
&« ner herein betore fer forth, was 


« Solemnly upon Oath : That the 
«© ſuppoled Retractation was /ud- 
<* dea:'y done, under Conſternation 


* and Fear, and nor upon Oath. 


2. © That he vvas at this time 
© under certain danger of his Life, 
«< fhe had perſiſted in that Con- 
« feſlion, for he had no Pardon 
& granted, nor any certainty of 


«9btaining the ſame. 


3. * That if he ſhould obtain 
« his Pardon, he conſidered that 
«yet. his Life vvould be till in 
&* dazper, from the Revengeful and 


« bloody Prieſts and Jeſuits. 


4. © That his mind vvas ſore- 
*ly troubled, as vvith all theſe 
* dangers, {ſo vvith this further 


* Apprehenſ1on ; that if he ſhould 


« eſcape vvith his Lite, yet 


wo 
* this D:/cowery he ſhould Nr 
* his Livelyhood, and in all hu- 
«© mane probability, both he and 
*all his Family be certainly un- 


done ; 
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« done; For he vvas the Queens 
« Servant, and thar his Trade and 
« Subliſtence chiefly or indeed 
«& yyholly depended on her Ma- 
« je{ties Cuſtom ( vvhich vvas 
« certain and conliderable ) and 
«that of other Roman Catholicks ; 
«ſo it vvas not to be doubted 
«but the moſt crafty and im- 


«Erlacable Prieits yvould ſoon 


{uſe means by f{aiſe Repreſen- 
*tations and Scandal to deprive 
*him thereof, 1t he proceeded in 
«his Diſcovery. 

5. © That he retained ſtill a 
© certain reſpect to the Popiſh 
« Religion, in which he had 1o 
« lang been educated ; for that he 
&« had not yer intirety got his Soul 
« out of that Snare ; and there- 
« fore he did then conceive, 
« being ſwayed by ſuch power- 
« full inducements, that he might 
« [awfully fay he was Innocent, 
<*and ſo they were all; which 
« in Popih Conſtruction, 1s not to 
* deny 


<7 Note 


Note the 
fincerity of 
Pop iſh 


principles, 


where 


ſuch Equi- 
vocations 
are allow- 
ed of to 
juſtify rhe 
greateſt 
Villanics. 
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that they killed Sir E4- 
< ondbury Godfrey ; tor that, ac- 
* cording to their Divinity, and 
« what the ſaid Prieſts had So- 
<lemaly declared, was zo Sx or 
< Crime, and conſequently they 
« might all in ſuch their Ca-. 
&« tholick Sence {till be innocent : 
« Yet this tie muſt acknowledge, 
« he ſomewhat doubted, becauſe 
& he never was at Confeſhion 
«© nor received Abſoluzion fince 
&« the Fact committed ; which all 
«© the reſt ( as ſome of themſelves 
&« had declared ) had done, and 
«ſo might more peremptori- 
«ly perliſt { as they did ) in 
« averring themſelves to be In- 
© nocent ; and he does ingent- 
« oully declare, that had he re- 


>—ceived Abſolution, "tis Iis Fear 


« he ſhould never without ex- 
«< tream Difticulty have been 
© brought to any acknowledg- 
© ment. | 
« Theſe Circumſtances together 
vvith 
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« with a great Diſtemper of Bo- 
« dy, contracted by the Incom- 
modities of Conftinement, want 
« of Air, &c. occaſioned that ſad- 
« dain revolt of his Reaſon and 
« Duty, under that perplexity of 
« Spirit ; but as foon AS he had 
* done it, Conſcience few 1n his 
«Face, and would no longer be 
&« laid , afleep with any delulive 
« Popiſh Charms. When he be- 
« oan to recollect himſelf, the 

«© power of Truth diſperſed ald 
« theſe Temptations of TIatereſt, 
« Fear and Superſtition : It 1t were 


«true, that he might hazard 


&« his Life and loſe his Trade if 
« he did perſiſt 1n the Contefh- 


<o0n of the Murther, it was as 


« true, and he found it by expe- 
&« rience, that he never {hould have 
« peace of Conſcience 1t he de- 
*nyed it. 

«And therefore, he was no 
« ſooner returned from the Kzzz 
* and Conncil to Newgate, ( wich 

H * commg 
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«© coming in a Coach, 'tis certain 
& was not half an hour ) but he 
© moſt earneſtly requefted Cap- 
&« rai Richardſon, ( who had been 
*« with him, and heard - what he 


« had ſaid that Morning ) for 


« Gods ſake to go back, and a(-_ 


«ſure the King and that Hoxonr- 
&« ;ble Board from him , that rhe 
« firſt Corfefion which he made 
<« on Oath, was #rxe 1n all Circum- 
<« ſtances, and that whatever he 
& had ſaid before them that Morn- 
«ing, was occaſioned only by the 
© Conſternation , Fear and Per- 
« plexity of mind he was under : 
«© which the Captain immediate- 
«ly did, and hath ſince declared 
< the ſame upon Oath. 


Thus far the words of Mr. 
Prances own Narrative, which we 
have thought pertinent to be 1n- 
ſerted : The peruſal of the Nar- 
rative it ſelf, may ſerve not on- 
ly for the Readers Satisfaction » 
this 


Sir Edmondbury Godfrey. 
this, but as vvell to inform him 
of the ſeveral notorious Villamies 
of a great number of Popiſh Prieſts, 
therein by name expoſed ; to 
vvhich as a very contirming CIr- 
cumfiance vve may add, that fall- 


ing very dangerouſly i/ ſoon at-+ 
ter, he then vyhen he had no- 


thing but a certain Proſpect of 


approaching Death betore his Eyes, 


declared and aſſerted to divers Per- 
ſons his firſt Confeſſion to be true 
in all points ; and alſo aftervvards 
a3 ſoon as he had recovered his 
health, he repeated the ſame vvith 
all Stedfaſineſs before the Kyzu7 
himſelf, and the Lords of the 
Council : whereupon his Majeſty 
was molt gracioully pleaſed tro 
grant him his Pardon. | 

From! all which it 1s moſt plain, 
that all the notſe which the 
Prieſls 2nd TJeſuits have made 
about this matter 15 but empty 
Air, as good as nothing , and 
the juſt 774th thereof is Fn 


G 2 Evident 
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Evident to any 1ngenious perſon 
that will but 1mpartially look 
into theſe tranſactions, and con- 
ſider them as they are, and 
not as they are Repreſented by 
their falſe PerſpeCtives. 

Thus far we have given you 
( according to the moſt exact 
accounts that have been-hitherto 
= gong ) a © Narrative of the 

iſcovery of this moſt Horrid 
and Execrable Murther, and by 
what ſtrange and unthought of 
means it pleaſed God to effect 
Ir. 

In Order of Hiſtory, we ſhould 
before this have acquainted you 
with the Paſſages of his Funeral ; 
It was fit ſo good a May, lo Loyal 
a Subjett, ſo great a Sufferer tor the 
publick Intereſt, ſhould not goc 
without Hoxorr to his Grave. 

After his Relz&s, ſo long di- 
ſturbed by his reſtleſs Murther- 
ers, had been View'd by the Co- 
roxer, and: then quietly depoſed 

into 
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into the Hands ot his Relations, 
care was taken that he ſhould 
have a Burial ſuitable to that ge- 
neral Eſteem that ail perſons had 
of him ; which accordingly UPON 
31 of Of#ober next after the 
time of his Murther, was per- 
formed by his ſaid Relations in a 
molt decent and becoming man- 
ner, without any Pomp or Pa- 
geantries of Oſtentation ( that 
which in his Life-time he was 


molt averle- to, and no man ever 


ceclined more than he did :) The 
Body being firlt carried to O!d 
Bridewell, a place agreed upon for 
that purpoſe ; as being tor its 
amplitude moſt tit to receive the 
numerous Congreſs of Perſons, 
that out of the * City and other 
places adjacent, came thither to 


pay their laſt reſpe&ts to this 


Martzr'd Worthy. 

From thence accompanied with 
great numbers of perſons of Qua- 
lity, eminent Citizens, Miniſters 


H 3 and 


1O1 


and others, that were all hearty 
Mourners upon this ſad occaſion; 
He was carryed in a Solemn 
manner through Flcer-/freet and 
the Strand, to the Pariſh Church 
of St. Martians 1n the Fields, and 


there decently Interred : The Fu- 


neral Sermon upon this occafion 
being then Preached by the late 
Reverend and Learned Prelate 
Dr. L!ozd, then Incumbent there, 
and ſince by him Publiſhed ; a 
Diſcourſe ſo Sympathiſing with 
the Subject, and ſo excellent in 
all its parts, as deſerves better 
than a tranſient Mention. 


— 


E have hitherto given you 

a Summary of the Ex- 
cellent Lite, Tragical Death, and 
laſtly the Diſcovery of the Mur- 
ther of this worthy Gentleman : It 
remains now (and it may be ex- 
pected by the Reader ) that we 


give ſome Account of the Trial 


and 
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ther. 

You have heard before, how 
that upon the diſcovery made 
thereof by Mr. Prazce, and of the 


| Actors 1in it, Three of them, v2. 


Robert Green, Henry Berry, and 
Lawrence Hill, were taken and 
committed to the common Gaol, 
in order to their Tryals. 

The Parliament ſitting about 
that time, were pleaſed to take 
{ſuch notice of the fact /conſider- 
ing what relation it had to the 
Plot, about which rchey were then 
ſedulouſly inquiring) that it was 
Order'd by the Houſe of Commons, 
that Sir Joh Earnly a Member of 
that Houſe, ſhould immediately 
carry an Addreſs from them to 
his Majeſty, That his Majeity 
would be pleaſed to iſſue out a 
Commiſſion of Oyer and T erminer 
for the Tryal of the aforeſaid Ma- 
lefaffors : Which Addreſs his Ma- 
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and Execution of thoſe Villains 
that were concerned in the Myur- 


s 
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j<ty graciouily accepted, and was | 


plealed to ſay, That a Commiſſi- 
on ſhould forthwith be iſſued out 
for that purpoſe. 

Which was accordingly done; 
and upon. Wedneſday the 5 of 
February, the ſaid Greer, Berry and 
Hill, were brought to their Try- 
als at the Kyzzos-Bench Barre at 
Weſtminſter, where belore the 
Jadges there litting, they were 
ſeverally Arraigned, and pleaded 
Not Griltz— And a Rule of Court 
entred for their being brought to 
Tryal on Fr/4ay the tenth of the 
ſame Month ; and then a Jury ot 
able and worthy perſons { being 
ImpannePd by the Sheriff) were 
Sworn to trye the fact: Their 
Names were as follow, vz. 


Sir William Roberts, Bar. 
Sir Richard Fiſher, Bar. 
Sir Michael Heneage, Kt 
Sir Thomas Bridoes, Kt- 
William Avery, Eſq; 
RE Charles 
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Charles Umphrevile, Eſq; 
Tohn Bathurſt, Eſq; 
Richard Gowre, Elq; 
Tho. Henſloy, Elq; 
Johz Sharpe, Elq; 

John Hayaes, Eſq; 
William Moyle, Eſq; 


Dominick Kelly and Girald the 
two Prieſts, and Philip Vernattz, 
{whom we have before mention- 
ed to be principal Actors 1in this 
Murtherous Deſign) ſtood charg- 
ed in the ſame Indi&mert for the 
Murther, but they being more 
wary than the reſt, were fled, 
and for that time eſcaped the 
hands of Juſtice. | 

Mr. Prance ( the principal Evi- 
dence ) according to the Infor- 
mations he had before given '1n 
to the Council, declared the Se- 
ries of the whole matter from 


firſt to laſt, according as 1s before 


related, but declared that he ne- 


ver had any Conterence with 


Cap- 
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Captain Bedloe in his life, before 
he was committed to Priſon. 
Captain Bedloe {wears, that a 
little before the Fact, Le Fair, 
Prichard and Keynes, three of the 
Confederates and ſome others of 
them, (all of them Prze/ts) dil. 
cours'd him about killing a cer- 
cain Gentleman, whom they would 


not name: and incouraged him 


with the promiſe of a very con- 
{iderable Gratuity to be atfliftant 
to them; and then dire&ted him 
to inſinuate himſelf into Sir Eg 
m0ndbury Godfreys acquaintance. 
Which in complyance to their 
Wicked humours, ( which he 
durſt hardly refule to do) he 
did: and did under ſeveral ſpe- 
cious pretences in{inuate himſelf 
into an Acquaintance with Sir 
Edmonabury, (who was never 
hard of acceſle to any ) but made 
not that advantage of his ac- 


quaintance that they malicioully 


had deſigned, 
. | _ But 


Cl 


of 


But he informed the Court, 
that the very day Sir Edmonabury 
Godfrey was murther'd, Le Farr 
(at a Tavern near Temp!e-Barr ) 
told him there was a Gentleman 
to be put out of the way, (that 1s, 
in their Popiſh ſence,) to be 
murther*d, that Night ; and would 
engage his aſſiſtance! And that 
there would be 4ooo /. reward 
given by a Great Lord of the 
Popiſh party to recompence the 
Undertakers : For / ſaid theſe de- 
vilih Polititians } ſhould not this 
Gentleman be cut oft, things would 
be diſcovered to that degree, that 
they ſhould not be able to bring 
their deſigns to paſs ; they knew 
what a Remora the attivity of 
his Loyal Spirit would be to their 
proceedings : To prevent which, 
they requeſt Captain Bedloe to 
meet» them at Somerſet-houſe near 
the Cloyſters that Evening, being 
the place in which they defign- 
ed to aCt the Tragedy. This he 
Pr omI1- 
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promiſed to do, and / as we have 
laid before). he durſt do no leſs; 
but knowing againſt whom their 
deſigns were intended, he wilfully 
tailed them. That on the Muzday 
following, Le Fair again meeting 
with the ſaid Captain Bealoe, 
charged him with breach of pro: 
miſe, and appointed him to come 
to Somerſer-Houſe about Nine 
of the Clock that Evening ; 
where he told him he had done 
zl, in that he denyed to afhiſt 
them in this buſineſs, but if he 
would help to carry him oft, 
he ſhould {till have part of the 
before mentioned reward : Why, 
ſaid the Witneſs ( as ſurpriz'd at 
the News of it) /s he murther'd ? 
Yes, replyed Le Fair. Whereup- 
on the Witneſs askt if he might 
not ſee him? which was grant- 


ed, and Le Fair led him through | 


a dark Entry into a Room where 
there were ſeveral people, that 
had no light but a dark Lan- 
thorn 


| 
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Velthorn amongſt them, and were 
ls; conſulting together how to car- 
cllry him off: When one of the 
lly company throwing oft the Cloth 
a | with which the body was Cco- 
>| vered, Captain Bedloe had a View 
"» | of his face and preſently knew 
0 it to be Sir Eamonabury Godfrey's, 
| with whom (by the inſtigation 
Xl of theſe Murtherers, ) he had 
> | been ſo well acquainted as eaſi- 
; ly to remember him. The Captains 
t | advice to them was, to tye 
© | weights to his Head and Feet, 
' | and throw him into the River : 
- | but this they did not think fit 
' | to do, but faid they world put #t 
upox himſelf. And to that end 
reſolved to put him into a Chair 
(or Sedan) the Porter Berry 
being to ſit up to let them our 
at the Court-gate, and at Twelve 
a Clock that night was the hour 
appointed to carry him oft ; Cap- 
tain Bedloe promiſing to them, 


upon the Sacrament which he 
| | had 
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had took the Sunday before, to 
return again to them, and help 
them ; but being got from them, 
never came at them more. 
The Conſtable that View'd the 
body in the Ditch, gave an ac- 


count how he found it with the | 


Sword S:icking through it, but 
no blood appearing upon the 
ground. And that he found a 
m deal of Gold and Slver 1n 
is pockets. 

The two Chyrurgeons moreover 
Swore, that they verily believed 
the Sword was run through him 
after he was dead and Cold; 
but that he died of Syfocation 
and breaking of his Neck, toge- 
ther with the bruiſes on his 
Breaſt. 

To confirm Mr. Prances Evi- 
dence, that they had been ſeveral 
times at his houſe, inquiring tor 
him, and that Hil! (as he and the 
reſt told Praxce) was there on the 
morning of that day in ctr 
e 
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he was murther'd, there was pro- 
duced one El:zabeth Curtis, that 
at the ſame time dwelt with Sir 
Edmonabury, his menial Servant ; 


had been at her Maſters about a 


fortnight before her Maſter was 


killed, and talked with him about 
2 quarter of an hour in French : 
And that Hil! was there that 
very Saturday morning 0n which 
he was murthered, a ſpake to 
hm before he went out, and was 
there a good while in the Par- 
bur with him, but could not 
tell what his buſineſs was : That 
the night before, there was a 
ſtrange man brought a Note to 
her Maſter, which ſhe gave to 
lim, and the man ſtaying for an 
Anſwer, Prethee (ſaid Sir Ea- 
monabury Godfrey) tell hinz I do not 


 [enow what t9 make of it : But this 


was none of the three perſons at 


| [the Bar, but ſuppoſed to be one 
of their Fraternity. 


As 


ſhe Swore directly that Greez 
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As tor Hill, ſhe was ſure he 
was there on the ſaid Saturday morn: 


Zzo, by the- ſame token he had} 


then on the ſame Cloaths as - he 
now had at the Bar; though 
now he denyed he was there, yet 
he acknowledged he had not 
changed his cloaths, but wore 
the ſame Suit ever ſince before 
that time. | 

The man at the Plow Alchouſe 
(where Mr. Praxce {wore the 
Murther was conſulted ) and his 
Servant, did both Swear , that 
Prance did uſe to come thither 
with Hill, Girald and Kelly, ſeve- 
ral times within five weeks be 
fore the Murther. The relation 
that Mr. Pramce gave of the 
meeting at tne Queens-head at 
Bow, is confirmed by a Meſſenger 


that they ſent for a Gentleman] 


living about a Mile from that 

place, to come to them. 
Sir Robert Southwell depoles, 
that Mr. Prance having related 
theſe 
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theſe things to the Council, and 
being to attend the Duke of Mox- 
mouth and the Earl of Ofſery, to 
ſhew them the places he menti- 
oned, He readily went to them, and 
they appeared to be all ſuch as 
he had deſcribed them ; only as 
to the Room in, the upper Court, 
where the Body was laid one 
Night, having never been there 
but oxce, and that in the dark 
too, he ſaid he could not politive- 
ly aſſign it, but pointed to ſome 
Rooms, and ſaid he was lure it 
was thereabouts, and this doubt- 
fulneſs the Court obſerving did. 
ay more credit to the reſt of 
is Evidence. For a perſon that 
right or wrong will Swear any 
thing, will ſtick at nothing. 


Laſtly, It was proved that 


Berry the Porter, pretended Or- 


ders given him, that he ſhould. 
Suffer no Strangers or perſons of 
Quality to come into: Somer/et- 
houſe on the tweltth, —_ 

F and 


- 
. 
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and fourteenth days of Odober, 
the firſt being the day on which 
Sir Eamondbury Godfrey was Mur- 
thered, and the two days fol- 
lowing the time that he lay there; 
and that Prizce Rupert coming 
in there within that time, was 
denyed entrance. 

Theſe were ſome of the prin- 
cipal heads of the Evidence that 
were given 1n againſt the Priſc- 
ners, which, notwithſtanding the 
directneſs' of the circumſtances to 
prove the Fact upon them, they 
had all the Stoutneſs to deny, 


And it was no wonder that men 


of ſuch profligate Conſciences 
that would not {tick at the per- 
petrating ſuch Villanies, ſhould 
not boggle at the denying of 
them. | 


The defence they made for. 


themſelves was very Srrarmed and 
UNCONVINCINS. | 

Hill would needs except againſt 
Mr. Praznces AY, Ny 
| 1c 
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he once formerly denyed it ( the - 
[reaſon of his ſo doing you have 


had before related, from the 
words of his own Marrative. ) 
But this exception the Corr? ea- 
fly over-ruled, tor that belides 
the before mentioned reaſons that 
induced him to it, he had now 
affirmed the truth upon Oath, 
and his denying of it was but 
his bare ſayin, and lo he could 
not be now Perjured upon that 
liogle aflertion, nor the credit of 
his now Evidence be any wile 
the more miſtruſted, conſidering; 
the circumſtances he was then 
under. 

| And further, the ſaid Hi to 
Evade, offers ſome Witnefles of 
his own Religion, to aver he 
was never from his Lodgings 


- Jafter nine a Clock at night. Bur 


theſe did it ſo zicely and gene- 
tally, that no Streſs could be 
hid upon them, it being proved 
that they had /everal Keys to the 


7 door, 
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door, and Hz might go in and 
out without their knowledge ; 


See Narra- and one of his Witneſles makes 
tive of the 


Trials. 


a palpable miſtake of an whole 
Month, p. 55. and two of Greez's 
Witneſſes a whole Week, p. 66. 
So unhappy were they 1n their 
Calculations of the time they 
were brought to ſpeak to. 

The Evidence that Berry gave 
in to the Coure were the Soul- 
diers who were placed Sentinel 
at the Gate. They ſay they ſaw 
a Sedan come .in, and ſo far they 
agree with the Kings Evidence, 
but then they confidently aver 
that they /aw noze go out all night. 
But what was this to matter of 
Fact ? or what did it relate to 
the Murther Committed, ſo po- 
ſitively in all its cireumfſtances 


Sworn to by the Kings Witnel- | 
ſes ? The Sentinel might be from |. 


his Poſt, and *tis moſt probable 


he was ſo : For Mr. Prance had | 


before informed the Court that 


— 


Berry 
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Berry had inveigled the Sentinel 
in to drink, and ſo not being in 
the way at the time of doing 
it, he might truly ſay without 
any diſcredit to the Evidence of 
the other ſide, That he did not ſee 
the Seda go out, it might be 
morally impoſiible he ſhould ; At 
leaſt the Sentinel knowing he 
had committed a dangerous fault 
by ſo doing, might be ſo wile 
for his own ſafety as to conceal 
it. Yet theſe poor and {lender 
Evaſions were the beſt defence 


theſe Wretches could make for 


themſelves-; which beſides their 
own weakneſs being oppoſed with 
ſo many undeniable Arguments 
of” zruth and- certainty by the 
Witneſſes of the other ſide, found 
ſo little Credit with the Tary, 


that after a little time of Con- 
fideration, they brought them 


in all three Guilty of the Mur- 


| ther. 


Upon Tyxe/day the eleventh of 
; 1 February , 
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February, they were brought a- 


gain to the Par in Order to re- 


ceive their Sentence, which (after a 
grave and ſealonable Speech made 
to them upon that occaſion by 
Mr. Juſtice W:1d, whoſe province 
it then was, as being ſecond 
Judge of the Court ) was. pro- 
nounced againit them in com- 
mon form : That they ſhould be 
carried back to the place from 
whence they came, and from thence 
t9 the place of Execution, ard there 
be Hano'd by the Necks, till they 
were dead, 

According to which Sentence 
Robert Green and Lawrence Hill 
were Executed at 7ybrurz on the 
twenty eighth day of the ſame 
Month. Art the place of Execu- 
7107 they behaved themſelves with 
the Courages of true Romans 


of the new Stamp, denying 


the Crime they Suffered fox, 
with that their formal Evaſion. 
Gt being Innocent as the Child un- 
| born ; 
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1 unborn may be a New ens - 


born; that is as no body. A Child 


Had 1t been as a Sucking Child, 
I queſtion whether their dying 
Conſciences could ſo well have 
diſpenſed with the Expretlion. 


But what other might be expect- 


ed from Conſciences ſo charm- 
ed as theirs was, by the Sophi- 
{ticating Juggles of their Szperi- 
ors, cy'd up by ſo many Oaths and 
Sacraments to conceal that truth 
which by the divulging mult ne- 
ceſlarily turn to the Scandal of 
the Romiſh Church— whoſe prin- 
ciples will rather admit the blame 
and puniihment of a Crime than 
the ſhame of it. 

And that there were ſome de- 
ſigns contrived to oblige them 
to ſuch a prophaze concealment 
( in ſo ſolemn a cafe as dying 
can give it no fitter an Ept- 
thet ) is evident by one notori- 
dus Circumitance : That when 
Hill and Greez were Hang'd and 
4 dead, - 
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dead , : Captain Rzechard/on the 
Keeper of Newgate, with ſeve- 


r1l others, faw the Executioner 


( amongſt other things ) take a 
Paper out of Hill's Pocket, pur- 
porting to be the form of the 
Speech that he ſhould uſe to the 
People at the Gallows, which 
being penn'd in a fingular way 
of expreſſion, I {hall rake leave 
to inſert Verbatim, as followeth: 


Am come now to the fatal 
place where I muſt end my Life 
and I hope with that Conrage that 
#»1ay become my Innocence. I muſt 
now appear before the great Fudge 
who knows all things and Tudpes 
rightly; and I hope it will be hap- 
fy for me a Sinner, that I am thus 
wrongfully put to Death. I call 
Goa, Angels and Men to Witneſs 
that I am wholly Ionorant of the 
Manner , Cauſe, or Time, of the 
Death of Juſtice Godfrey ; at 
os though 
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though on that account by the Malice 
of wicked men brought to this ſhame- 
ful death, which T hope will give 
me 4 ſpeedy paſſage to Eternal Life. 
In this hope 1 dye chearfully becauſe 
of mine Innocence, and the benefit 
of the precious wounds of my bleſ- 
ſed Saviour , by whoſe Merits TI 
hope for Salvation. TI dye a Ro- 
man Catholick , deſiring all ſuch 
to Pray for me: And T1 beſeech 
God in his Juſtice to diſcover this 
horrid Murther , with the Contri- 
vers thereof, that my Innocence 
may appear. And though from my 
Heart I forgive my Accuſers, Tet 
1 Cite all ſuch as have a hand in 
this bloody Contrivance, before the 
great Tribunal of Gods Juſtice to 
anſwer for the wrong they have 
done the Innocent ; and particular- 
ly the Lord Chief Juſtice, and the 
Brothers of Sir Edmondbury God- 
frey, with Jury, Witneſſes and all 
their Partakers. Oh Lord bleſs and 
Preſerve his Majeſty and be mer- 


ciful 
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ciful to this poor Nation, and lay 
rot Innocent Blood to its Charoe. 


Dying words ought to have their 


juit allowances of credit, as ſup.- 
poling men, if ever they dare 
{peak the truth, will do 1t then 
when they are within an imme- 
diate proſpect of a ſudden ap- 
pearance betore the Om /crent 
and righteous Judae of Heaven 
and Earth, to an{wer for what 
they have ſaid and done. 

But when the 7zrth has been 
once determined ( as in this caſe ) 
by noleſs than a Cloud of Wit- 
nefles, ſome of them unknown to 


the other, yet all of them har- 


moniouſly agreeing in the parti- 
cular circumſtances of the Fact ; 
and the Fad? it elf ſufficiently 
proved on all hands by perſons 
that proteis ſuch a Religion as 
gives no aliowances to lying or 
diſimulation . | 

When on the other hand , the 
truts 
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1rath 10 proved ſhall be denyed by 


perſons initructed in ſuch falſe prin- 
ciplesas theie ; to deny the truth 
when the ſecular Intereſt of their 
Idoliz'd as well as Idolatrous 
Church {hall be indanger'd by it ; 
to invert the moral nature of zood 


| and evz/, and to account thoſe acti- 


ons and things good, verruous 
and meriturious, winch in their 
own nature ( beſides the expreſs 
commands of Gzods Word) are wic- 
ked and ſinful; No wonder if ſuch 
perſons upon iuch przezciples ſhould 
deny or conceal the truth,eſpecially 


when they can make ſuch unhap- 


py diſtinctions betwixt the form 
and reality of a Fact ; as to de- 
ny the crime of Myurther when 
they know themſelves to be guil- 
ty of killias a perſon, killing in 
their ſence being ſometimes no 
more Murder than it was for the 
Prieſts of old to kill a Sacrifice, 
or tor the Jews to {laughter the 
reprobated Amaltkites, they arro- 

SN gating 
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gating to themſelves the ſame 
dominion over the lives and pro- 
perties of Hereticks ( as we are 
accounted by them ) that the 
Jews ( that priviledged people ) 
of old had over the execrated 
Pazan Nations ; fo that in their 
ſence, K;l/ing is no Murder. 

Upon which coafiderations it 
i5 ealie for any impartial man 
to judge how much credit ſuch 
avins atteſtations may admit of, 
againſt ſuch clear and undenia- 
ble proofs as were brought againſt 
them. 

And it 1s more than probable, 
that the words of the aforeſaid 
Paper were not Hill's own words, 


but diQtated for him in that form |] 


by thoſe of his party that were 
afraid of a Confeſlion, and durſt 
not truſt the reputation of their 
cauſe to the hazard of any »n- 
wary expreſſions, that the conſter- 
nation of death might extort from 
him. | | 
Where: 
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Wheretore otherwiſe might not 
a verbal expreſſion of his Inno- 
cency ( if he were minded to 
declare 1t ) be lookt upon as 
more credible from one in his 
dying circumſtances, than a ſet 
and Studyed form of Speech cal- 
culated for the purpoſe ? 

But they teared either the ter- 
rors of death would force him 
to a plain Confeſhon, or that 
the power of truth fortihed with 


ſuch awful Sentiments, would 


over-bear his Tongue in ſome 
circumſtance ; or at leaſt thar he 
would not deny the Fact fo re/o- 
lutely, and 1n ſich a taking man- 
ner as might fix a Suſpicion and 


 odium upon the Mitneſſes, Fudge 


and Jury in the minds of the 
People, which was the great 
thing they aimed at. 

No doubt theretore this torm 
of what he {ſhould ſay at his 
Execution, was drawn up for 
him by ſome of the Re/940-, that 
every 
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every word might be according 
to their mind, and to the pur- | 21 
poſes of their deſigns, how re- | 
mote {oever it were to his thoughts | It 
or the truth. h 
And no Wonder it 1s that they | 
ſhould inſtru& their Proſelytes to | 0! 
make Speeches juſt as they ſay | 4 
Prayers, reſting in the Opere Ope- | il 
rato, without any underſtanding | 1 
or attention, or conſent of mind | 7 
to the words they uſe, when a | / 
bare doing or a bare ſaying can | Et 
excule an intention. V 
\ To conclude, It is evident that | tf! 
the words were framed by ano- | Þ 
ther for him to Con by heart, and | 0 
not. of his own doing, by this un- | f 
denyable circumſtance , that he | Þ 
never had Pez, Ink nor Paper all f 
the while he was in Newpate, | U 
and his Wife being Examined | t 
about it, teſtified that- it was not | 34 
of his hand-writing , nor did ſhe | 
ever ſee it before, or know how |] t 
he came by it ; yet he began his | Þ 
Specclr Þþ * 
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Speech with theſe very Words, 
2nd repeated as much thereof as 
his memory under ſuch confu- 
{ed circumitances would ferve 
him to do. 

In the Speech it ſelf we may 
obſerve the great Charity of the 
Author of 1t ( whoever he were Y 
in citing all ſuch as had any hand 
in his Death, before the great 
Tribunal of Gods Fuſtice, particu- 
larly the Lord Chief” Juſtice, Sir 
Edmondbury Godfrey's Brothers , 
with the Jury, Witneſſes, and all 
their partakers And yet, 
but in the words juſt before, he 
declares that he does from his Heart 
forgive his Accuſers. We may lee 
by this Paſſage of what nature 
ſuch mens Forgiveneſs 1s ; ſeem- 
ing to Pardon, when at the ſame 
time they cry out for Venge- 
ance upon their Adverſaries. 

The Papilſts ( tor the i{t1]l bet- 
ter colouring ef the buſineſs ) 
have commonly reported that Perry 
62h . was 
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was alwayes or at leaſt dyed 2 


Proteſtant, which is notoriouſly | 


falſe, having been known to be 
a Papiſt for many years ; indu- 
ced thereto /.as he confeſſed to 
the Ordinary ) out of Lucre, and 
ro get an imployment ; And 
though he did not believe many things 
( as he declared a little before 
his Execution ) which the Romiſh 
Do#fors teach as necellary Arti- 
cles of Faith ( which is no more 
than many other Papiſts will af- 
firm ) Yet the ſaid Berry nei- 
ther before nor at his Executi- 
on, would ever difown the Ro- 
miſh Church, nor in the leaſt de- 
clare himſelf a Proteſtant. 

I would not have theſe laſt 
Paſlages thought altogether an 
(at leaſt impertinent ) dgrofiog 
from our Subject, the deſign of 
their rehearſal being chiefly to 
Evidence the 7ruth, againit the 
{ubtil Deſigns of the Papiſts 
to ſuppreſs it, which they haye 
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managed not only by - ſuborning 
{ifI may ſo ſay) or at leaft ſedu- 


cing their miſchievous Aperts to 
perſiſt to the very death in deny- 
mg of what they did : But ( de- 
ſpairing upon juſt grounds of the 


ſucceſs 'of that Impoſture, ſo ly- 
able to detection) they have linice 
by their malicious ſlanders endea- 


voured to remove the Charge of 
the fact from thoſe that were the 
real Actors, and from all their 
own party, to thoſe that were 
moſt clear of it. | 
And perceiving that the Belief 
of their deſigns and actings againſt 
the Life of this Innocent Gentleman; 
was. in the length of time not 


only the more confirmed, but 


that the credit of it had a fatal 
influence upon their further pro- 
ceedings, they were ſo eftrontleſs 
in their Villanous Proſecution, that 
they ſtuck not to commit a ſetod 
Marther upon the good Name 4s 
well as they had before done upon 
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the Perſoz of this worthy Martyr 
for his Kg and Countrey, by en- 
deavouring to charge the Mur- 
ther upon himſelf, a brief account 
of which, to ſhut up this Tragical 
diſcourſe, I {hall now giveyou. 
But by the way it may be ob- 
ſerved from this laſt account of 
Hills Confeſſhon, that he or his 
Party had at that time no thoughts 
of fixing ſuch a {lander upon him, 
of his being Fel» de ſe, but did 
own 1t as a Murther committed 
upon him by others (though Hil 
would have ſhifted it off from 
himſelf ) as appears by the words 
of his 5 te + and I beſeech God 
in his Juſtice to diſcover this Horrid 
Murther : The manner of the ex- 
preſſion may ſufficiently evince 
that he meant it not of his being 
Murther'd by himſelf, but others. 


The Popiſh Plor, which by the 
£oodneſs of the divine Providence 
was hitherto prevented 1n its pro- | 
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grels by ſurprizing diicoveries , 


was forced to {hift its Scenes, and 


aſſume new forms of Enterprize, 
upon the defeats of the former : 
And now a new Initrument of 
theirs 1s brought upon the Stage : 


One Fitz-Harris lately Executed. 


for Treaſon ; who upon his firſt 
Arraignment before the Juftices 
of the K7#:5s Bench, did ofter upon 
a private Exatnination to diſcover 
to them ſome perſons (before un- 
known) who were inſtrumental 
in the Murcher of Sir Edmoadbary 
Goafrey, himſelf (by his own con- 
feſfion) being one that was con- 
cerned in it, and ſo had the better 
opportunity to know the relt, 
Theſe * $5662 rank were ta- 
ken 1n private, and therefore what 
the Effects of them were, and who 
the perſons particularly were that 
were thereby accuſed, Time (he 
Parent of Truth) may herecatter 


diſcover. 


But whether the Accuſation of 
K 2 ſome 


I men 
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ſome perſons mentioned in the 
Informations might provoke them 
to it ; or that the Revival of 
this new Evidence might Sti- 
mulate the malicious party to 
the undertaking, a new deſign 1s 
contriv'd to fix this Murther upon 
the Murther'd Perſon. 

This was one of their Sham: 
plats; many of which they have 
ſet up with an irrefragable per- 
ſiſtance, by ſuch Methods ( it 
poſſible ) to amuſe us into a dil- 
belief of the rea/ one, then and 
yet in Proſecution. 

They never want Inſtruments 
to effect their YVi/l.ivies, when they 
have once contrived them ; and 
had one at this time fit for their 
purpoſe, an Iriſh-man, Mac-car 
by name, a Zealous Papift, and 
one of a ſuitable reputation ; who 
coming lately over from Irelazd, 


and judged by them to be a man 


fit enough for the purpoſe of an 
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yo_ about reports up and down 
the Town, that Sir Fdmondbury 
of Godfrey had Murthered himſelf”; 
1- | but that to ſave his Eſtate from 
-0 | a forfeiture, by reaſon of his ſo 
S | doing, His Brothers had enga- 
11 ged him ( the Izformart ) to run 
Sir Edmondbury Godfrey's own 
- | Sword through him, and ſo to 
C | leave him in that Condition in 
- | which he was found in the ditch 
f upon the firſt Diſcovery. 

This Tale could get lictle cre- 
| dit amongſt the Towns-men—— 
who were upon juſt grounds more 
apt to abhory it than believe it ; 
ſo that not ſucceeding with the 
mobile ( as the People by the wits 
of this time are finely termed } 
it is reſolved that he ſhould ap- 
ply himſelf to perions of great- 
er note and iniluence. And to 
that purpoſe Mac-gar is next 1n- 
ſtructed. to apply himſelf to" a 
| Great Perſon then a Priſoner in 
the Tozer., to whom he ſends 
K 3 word, 
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word, that he had ſuch a matter 
to inform Him of concerning this 
murther. But the other refuſed 
to have any diſcourſe with him 
about it, till he had acquainted 
the Conſtable of the Tower with 
it ; who upon notice thereof came 
and Examined Mac-2ar about what 
he had to ſay of the buſineſs ; he 
formally relates the Story . as 
aforeſaid : But the Conſtable of” the 
Tower judging it to be a mattcr 
of too great importance to be 
{lightly canvas'd ; reſolved to ac- 
quaint the Privy Council with 
it, and Mac-gar was carryed be- 
fore them to be Examin'd about 
the particulars He . here 
gives 1n the ſame Information, 
and obſtinately perſiſts in the al- 
ſerting of the truth of it ; but 
that Hozonrable and Judicious Aſ- 
(embly, though ſufficiently convin- 
ced in their own minds of the 
maliciouſneſs of this Calumny, 


yet the better to find out the - 
| depth ] 
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depth of the deſign of it, Or- 
der'd the faid Mac-94r to be ta- 
ken into a Meſſengers hands, in 
order to a further Examination 
at ſuch time as he ſhould be ap- 
pointed again to be brought be- 
tore them. 

While he continued thus in 
Cuſtody, being conſcious to him- 
ſelf as well of his Crime, as *of 
the likelyhood of its Diſcovery, 
and the diſgrace that thereupon 
would fall upon him and his par- 
ty ; he contrives with himſelf how 
to acquaint his Imployers with 
his condition, and to deſire their 
further direction and Afliſtance, 
either to carry on the deſign, er 
to bring him oft ( as to what 
he had already acted ) impure. 

To pt 206 he gets leave 


_ of the Me enger ( in whoſe Cuſto- 


dy he was ) to have Pez, Ink 
and Paper, in order to writing 
to one of the Secretaries of State 
ſome things that he had in his 

, K 4 mind 
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mind about the preſent buſineſs ; 


which favour. being granted him, 


he Seals up a Paper directed to+ 


one of the Secretaries as he pre- 
tended, but withall, at the ſame 
time had written a Letter to 


Mrs Cel/liers the Popiſh Miawife, 


(ſo notoriouſly infamous for her 
contrivances and actings in the 
Popiſh Plot ) acquainting her with 
his Proceedings, and what kind 
of ſucceſs he had met with ; 
that if ſhe and the reſt of the 
Friends that ingaged him in the 


delign, would not now ſtand by 


him, the Cauſe muſt periſh and 
het." 

The aforeſaid Letter to the Se- 
cretary, was but a colour to make 
way for the paſport of this ; ſa 
having gotten a Meſſenger to car- 
ry the former ( which was al- 
low'd him ) he flips the Jarter 
{ direfted to MS Celliers ) into 
his hands, expecting no doubt 
but it would be dehivcred, and 
FEY | ” v9 
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[to have a certain return of it. 

But his confidence failed him, 
[for the wary Meſſenger part- 
ly knowing his Circumſtan- 


ſon Mrs Celliers ( to whom the 
[Letter was directed ) was ; 1n- 
ſtead of carrying it to her, con- 
vey'd it to White-hall to be per- 
uſed by the Council, who upon 
conſideration of the particulars 
of it, perceiving the Intriegues of 
the delign, were reſolved to take 
jit into a more firict Examina- 
tion: And to that end Order'd 
Mac-gar ( at a time appointed) 
again to be brought before them ; 
when at firſt taking no notice to 
him of the ſurprized Letter, they 
began - to Interrogate him about 
the points of his former Evi- 
dence, which he ſtill ſtiffely ſtood 
to the Juſtification of, ſo far as 
Lying and Diſſimulation would 
help him, but at laſt perceiving 
his Incorrigible Obſtinacy, they 
Pro- 


Ices, and knowing what a per-_ 


* of 
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Produced the aforefaid Letter 


againſt him, the Autography of 


which he had not then Conh- 
dence enough to deny, but by 
the irreſiſtible Convictions, of his 
now over-powered Conlcience 
was forced to Confeſs both the 
Writing of that, and (upon Que- 
ſtions put to him ) to Diſcover 
the whole Deſign ; upon what 
account it was contriv'd, and who 
were the Contrivers of it ; de- 
nying all his former Evidence, 
as falſe and Forged, without 
any grounds of truth. 

So it pleaſed ,the Divine good- 
nels, alwayes propitious to the 
Innocent, to detect this new up- 
ſtart Villany ; which if it could 
have met with any hopeful Suc-. 
ceſs, muſt have been both a le- 
cond fate to the Reputation ol 
that Martyr'd worthy whom they 
themſelves had Murther'd, and 
to the repute of thole worthy 
and honeft Gentlemen his Bro- 
thers ; 


n+ wont M29 ER O::izA ft © © 


er 
of 
C: 
Dy 
11S 


C 
1e 


(S 
er 


C 


Sir Edmondbury Godfrey. 139 


thers ; whoſe piows Zeal im Vin- 
dicating his Memory, and pa- 
atying the cryes of his Blood, 
by a juſt Avenging it upon 
the Heads of his Murtherers, is 
too well known to be in any wiſe 
contradicted by ſuch ſly and ma- 
litious Artifices of a plotting 
Faction. | 
Thus we have given you ſome 
ſhort ( yet we hope, not unſa- 


"[tisfaQtory ) accounts of the moſt 


mitable Lite and Tragical Death 
of this Excellext perſon ; taken 
off by the hands of his bloody 
Enemies in the ix and fiftieth 
Year of his Age, and in a time 
of our greateſt expectations from 
him : Gods Providence Suffter'd it, 
though wicked men contrived it, 
and our- {ins deferved it, that he 
muſt then dye : There was ſuch a 
ſinful neceſity for it, as was once 
pronounced by Caiaphas againſt the 
Life of our Redeemer ; he was 
too much a Friend to — 
ang 


140 


Funera! 
Sermon, Ps 
28, 


T he Life and'Death of 


and goodneſs, too much an Ene- 


my to Irreligious men and their 
Practices, to be ſuffered to live 
by ſuch men : had he been leſs 
good , leſs uſeful, leſs juſt, he 


might have lived unto this day. 


* But had helived ( they thought) 


their cauſe mult have dyed, their 
Treaſons would not have prol- 
per'd; they knew he was firm 
and fixed to his duty ; They could 
not ſcare him from it, they could not 
Bribe hin, but they could Kzll him. 
They could nor have thought of a 
more compendions way than this. 

We have related to you, the 
ſtrange manner of the Diſcove- 
ry of this Murther, the Tryals 
of the Myurtherers, their Executi- 
on and manner: of their. Dying ; 
and laſtly, the happy diſcovery 
of their Sham-deſignes, to turn 
off the Murther from themſelves 
upon his Friends. We {hall here 


conclude our WPemoirs ; only by 
way of Poſtſcript, with which | 
CHE we | 
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we ſhall entertain you, inſtead of 


Muſick, upon the cloſe of this 
Tragedy, with ſome ſtrains of 


excellent Poetry, compoſed by 
two of the greateſt Wits of. this 
Age ( as their writings teſtifie ) 
upon this Subject ; the one a Pig- 
darique Stazza, Selected out of 
an ingenious Poem ( by an un- 
known hand ) called Bacchaza- 
lia, or the adruxken Club, Printed 
in the Year 1680. the other a 


Poem calculated for the very Pur- 


pole, upon the iſſuing out of his 
Majeſties Proclamation againſt the 


' | Murtherers, by that late Prodi- 


gie of Wit and Fancy, Dr. Ro- 
bert Wild : We recommend and 
leave them to the Readers Judg- 
ment ; but as to our own pre- 
ſent undertaking, we ſhall here 
conclude with 


o 
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| Re theſe the Popes Grand Tools ? 

11 orſhipful Noaates ! who but blunderiug Foo!s 
Would ever have forgot 

To burn thoſe Letters that reveald ther 


FB2| 


(Plot! 

Or an an Althouſe told that Godirey' 
( dean, 

Three dayes before he was diſcovered ; 


Leaving 


[ 
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Leaving the ſilly world to call to mind 


That common Logick, They that hide, can 


(find ? 
But ſee their Maſter Policy 
Oz Primroſe-H1ll, 
Where their great Enemy 
Like Saul upon Mount Gilboa doth h-, 
Fal'az on his Sword, as he himſelf . T. 
But oh the Infelicity ! a, 
That blood was freſh and ouſht o. , the 
This ſo congeaPd that not one {pot was 
( found, 
No not upon his Sword, as if it wow d 
Tell us*twas gniltleſs of its Maſters blood ; 
Some Carkaſſes by blecdig do declare, 
This by not bleeding ,jhew'd the Murtherer. 


But to his broken Neck I pray 
What can our Politicians ſay ? 


He hangd, then Stab'a himſelf, for a ſure 


(way 3 


Or firſt he Stab'd himſelf,then wrans about 
His head for madneſs that advis d him to't; 
Vefl. Primroſe, may our Godfrey 


'; Name 


(oz thee 


(Like Hyacinth ) ſcribed bee : 
On 
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Oz T hee his memory ſhall flouriſh ſtill 
( Sweet as thy flower, and laſting as thy 
Hill.) 
WhiP ft bluſhing Somerſet to her 

Eternal Shame ſhall this Inſcription bear, 
The Devil's an Afſe, for Jeſuits on this 
( [pot 

Broke both the Neck of Godirey hs 
| " ( their Plot: 
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PRocLAMATION Promoted, 

OR AN 
HUEF-and-C R Y and Inquiſition 
AFTER 


TREASON and BLOOD: 


UPON 
The Inhumane and horrid Mundy 
of that Noble Knight, Impartial 


Juſtice of Peace, and Zealous 
PROTESTANT, 


Sir ED MONDBURY GODFREY 
of WESTMINSTER. 


An Haſty POEM. 
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Murder ! Murder ! tet this Shriek fly | | 


( round, 


Till Hills and Dales, and Rocks and Shores 
L Send 


(rebound, 
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Send it to Heav'n and Hell ; for both will be 


Afﬀoniſhd and concernd as much as we. 
Firſt ſend to Endor where of old did dwell 
An Hage, could Fates of Kjngs and Kinodoms 
tell. 
Tf that cannot be found, to Ekron #0, ' 
' To Pluto's Oracle and He!! below. 
There ſerve this Hue and Cry, for there *twas 
( batch#d, 
( Except the Prieſts their Gods have over- 
match'd. # 
Methinks Belzebub, zf* he be ourdowe 
In his Grand Myſteries, and Rome zeeads n07e 
Of his Black Arts, but can Out-Devil Hell, 
His Exzoy and Revenge this Plot ſhould tell : 
| And by diſcloſing in his own defence, 
Not only Vindicate his Innocence ; 
| But haſten their deſtruition, and prevent 
Loſs of his Trade, (the Teſuites intent) 
Unleſs he fears them, as indeed he may ; 


Whezn once in Hell, none ſhall Command but 


(they. 
| But if this Tragedy be all his own, 


/ 


| And Roman Attors (taught by him Jbave ſhows | 
| How they can play all parts he can deviſe; 


- ""—Y or Male, with oor without difgwiſe.: 


And 
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And need no Carodemnns prompting Art 
Or Whiſper, but can fill up any part ; 
Faſt, Pray and Weep,Swear and forſwear, decoy, 
Trappan, Kiſs, Flatter, Smile, and ſo Deſtroy, 
Stab, Piſtoll, Poiſon Kings, Unking, Dethrone, 
Blow up or down, Save, Damn, make all their 

| (92. 
Kyows not he then, tho) founder of the Stage, 
The Laws of Theatres in every Age ? 
That th' Actors, not the Author of the Bday, 
Do challenge the Rewards of the firſt day ? 
Make then their Names renown'd,and come to 

NM 

Such Children of thy Revels and thy Pride ; 
Send to their Father, and thy eldeſt Son (done: 
That Lucifer of Rome, what feats they've 
That he may make their names be underſtood, 


Written in Kalenders of Martyrs Blood. 


But if the Fiends below be Deaf.and Dumb, - 

And this conjuring cannot overcome, 
They and their Imps be damn'd together : T * 
To Gods on Earth will ſend my Fe and:Cry. : 
Ariſe Juſt Charles Three Kjnzdoms Soul * 
| (apd mine, | 
Great James thy Grandfather could wel divine; | 
EL 2 Ang 


a 
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And without ſpell the bloody Riddle Spell, 

Writ by like Secretaries of Rome and Hell. 
-—26 if Thy Proclamation cannot do, 

| Were Gods Spirit may inſpire Thee tos. 

1f thy Prophetick Ulher did not erre, 

T he Maſs ry enter by a Maſſatre. ( Thee 

The Wounas Thy Godiry found were meant for 

And thou lyſt Murder'd in Effigie. (was ſlain: 

Iz Gods, Kjnzs, Kingdoms C 7 this Knight 

Let him a Noble Monument obtain, 

Eretted in'your Weſtminſters great Hall, 

That Courts of Tuſt ice may lament his Fall : 

And may (when any Papift comerh near) 

His Marble Statue yield a bloudy tear. 

Tet let him not be buried, let him lie, 

The faireſt Image to draw Tuſtice by. 

T here needs no Balm or Spices to preſerve 

The Corps from Stemch, his mmnocence will ſerve. 


Te Lorke and Commons joyn your ſpeedy Votes: 
A Pack . of Bloud-Honnas threaten all your 

( Throats. 

| pd if their Tava/in be not underſtood, 

| Exped# 70 be diſſol1/'d in your own Blood. 

 'O Vote that every Papiſt (high and low) 

To martyr "4 Godireys Voyes in perſon go ; 


nd 


by 


And laying hand upon his wounded Breſt, 
By Oath and Curſe his ignorance prove 
But oh the Atheiſm of that Monſtrous Crew, 
Whoſe Holy Father can all Bonds und : 
Whoſe Breath can put away the heavi'ſt Oath ; 
Who fears no Heaven nor Hell, but laughs at 
( both. 
Therefore a ſafer Vote my Muſe ſuggeſts, 
For Prieſts and Jeſuites can ſwallow Teſts 
As Hocus Pocus doth his Rope or Kpife, 
And cheats the gaping Farmer and his Wife. 
0h Votre each $19n-poſt ſhall a Gibbet be, 
And hang aTraytor upon every Tree. 
Tet wele find Wood enongh for Bone-fire 
( piles, 
T' ialighten and inflame our Brittiſh Iſles 
Upon ih approaching fifth Noveraber night, 
And make Incenataries curſe the light. 
November Fzres Septembers may reveal, 
One Burn (we ſay) another Burn will heal. 
Laſtly, And ſurely, let this Hue and Cry 
Reach Heaven, where every Star looks like ar 
. : (Eye: 
. To that High Conrt of Parliament above, 
Whoſe Laws are mixt with Juſtice and with 
| C Lowe; 
EL 3 Whi- 
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Whither Juſt Godfrey*s Scul's already come, 
And hith receiv'd the Crown of Martyrdome ; 
Where Murder'd Kjngs and flaughter'd Saints 
|  ( ao cry, 
T heir Blood may never unrevenoed lie. 
Te Saints and Anzels,hate that Scarlet Whore, 
Whoſe Prieſts and Brats before your ſhrines 
( adore, 
And in their Maſſacres your Aid implore ; 
Staining your Altars with the precious Gore. 
Pour down your Vials oz their Curſed heads, 
And in Eternal flames prepare their Beds. 
And T hou Judge Jeſus Hano'd and Mur- 
(der'd too, 
By Power of Rome ad Malice of the Jew, 
In Godfrey*s Wounds T hine own do bleed 


AFZEWs 


Oh Rend Thy Heavens! Come Lord and | 


(take T hy T hroe, 
Rewenge Thy Martyrs Murder and Thine 
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FINIS. 


Here 1s now Publiſhed a Book, In- 
; tituled, The Plot in a Dream, or the 
5 [D:ſcoverer in Maſquerade ; fully and trul 
» relating the Hiſtory of the preſent Popiſh 
Plot, from its Oxi2izal until this time ; 
as namely, the firſt Contrivement of it 
beyond the Seas : The Ways and Me- 
thods there reſolved upon for the effe&- 
ng of it : The manner of its fhir{t Di/co- 
very ; The Deſcription or the Papiſts Grand 
Coxſult, and proceedings upon it : Sir Eu= 
monbury Goafrey's Murther related : The 
ſeveral Trials and Executions of Szaly, Cole- 
an, the Jeſuits that were employed to 
c1ll the King : Readizg's Subornation and 
uniſhment : The Story of the Meal-T ab- 
Plot,and other Sham-Plots ſince : The Pro- 
ceedings againſt the Lords in the Tower, 


Stafford : An account of the laſt Parlia- 
[ment held at Oxford, with the Proceed- 
[!0gs aganit #7z-Harris, &c. Intermixt 


| 


[ADVERTISEMENT. 


with the Trial and Execution of the Lord 


with 
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with Verſes and variety of Fancies ; with 
ſeveral Cats to illuſtrate the Deſign ; and 
the whole digeſted into Chaprers, with 
Contents tor the better Satisfaction of the 
Reader. By Philopatris. Price bound 1 5, 
6 4. 

The Lite and Death of Captain W:1:- 
am Bedloe, one of the Chief Diſcoverers 
of the horrid Popiſh Plot ; wherein all his 
more Eminent Cheats, and whatever 1s 


Remarkable of him, both Good and Bad, is | 


Impartially diſcovered. 89. Price bound 1 5. 

Both theſe are fold by John Hancock, 
and Enoch Proſſer, Booklellers, at their 
Shops at the Three Bibles at the end of 
Popes-Head Alley over againſt the Royal 
Exchange, and at the Roſe and Crows 1n 
Sweetings Alley, at the Eaſt end of the 
Royal Exchange 1n Cornhil, 1681. 


